Human Trafficking in Pennsylvania
June 2017
Intersections between Sex Trafficking and Domestic Violence ................................................2
Similar Challenges for the Justice System .................................................................................2
Both Traffickers and Abusers Use Power and Control Tactics .................................................3
The Civil Legal System and Victims of Human Trafficking and Domestic Violence ..............6
Success with a Victim-Centered Approach ...............................................................................7
Resources ...................................................................................................................................8

Human trafficking is a form of modern slavery where individuals illegally trade human
beings for the purpose of sexual exploitation (sex trafficking) or forced labor (labor
trafficking).1 Trafficking people is illegal under both federal2 and Pennsylvania law.3
Every year, women, men, and children are bought and sold to be exploited in the
underground human trafficking industry,4 and the problem is becoming more visible in
Pennsylvania.
Lawsuit Filed Under Pennsylvania’s Human Trafficking Law, Philadelphia
Co., Pa. Law Monitor, Mar. 2017
Berks prosecutors use new human trafficking charge for first time, Berks Co.,
Reading Eagle, Dec. 1, 2016
Upper Darby man becomes first jailed under new human trafficking law,
Delaware Co., Delaware Co. Daily Times, Jul. 2015
Western Pa. prosecutors zero in on human trafficking, Allegheny Co.,
TribLive, Aug. 1, 2015
Woman says Allentown arrest kept her from life as a sex slave, Lehigh Co.,
Morning Call, May 9, 2015
Since the 2014 passage of Act 105, codified as 18 Pa.C.S. §§ 3001 – 3072, Pennsylvania’s
comprehensive human trafficking statute, there has been a fundamental shift in the way the
justice system and victim service providers view the commercial sex industry. From “what
used to be standard prostitution cases, now there's a keen eye out there for warning signs
of human trafficking," says one investigator.5 Chapter 30 of the Crimes Code, Human
Trafficking, is structured in a three-prong approach: prosecution, prevention and protection
of human trafficking victims. The law now provides criminal and civil relief for human
trafficking victims.
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Intersections between Sex Trafficking and Domestic Violence
Intimate Partner Traffickers
One common form of initiation into human trafficking, especially sex trafficking, is seduction
by an intimate partner.6 Traffickers learn that the best way to recruit vulnerable women and girls
into prostitution is through false romance.7 They use the pretense of a relationship as an
opportunity to groom the girls and women for sexual servitude and to see how far a victim is
willing to take their love for them.8 Sometimes they even marry them. Like domestic abusers,
they use emotional abuse to break down the victim’s self-image and remake them as a
possession. In these cases, individuals are often victims long before they are aware of what is
happening to them. In Human Trafficking: A Primer for Judges, the author emphasizes that
abusers use the intimate relationship to exploit their partners:
Especially in cases of sex trafficking, traffickers and intimate-partner abusers are
often one and the same. In fact, sex trafficking is often an extreme form of
intimate-partner violence in which traffickers are pimps and batterers rolled into
one.9
Relatives as Traffickers
Victims can also be exploited by parents, siblings, and other close relatives.10 Sex trafficking
often begins during childhood and adolescence.11 When victims are introduced to exploitation
by someone in their household, it is often the child’s caregiver.12 Traffickers may exploit intimate
partners or family members and use the funds to pay bills or support an addiction.

Similar Challenges for the Justice System
Sex trafficking and domestic violence present the following fundamentally similar challenges
for the justice system:
• There is no typical victim of human trafficking or of domestic violence, making it
difficult to identify victims. Victims of human trafficking come from all racial, gender,
age, and educational backgrounds. Traffickers can present as spouses, partners, parents
and other relatives, and like abusive partners, deflect blame onto their victims.
• Traffickers virtually control their victims’ lives, with the goal of coercing or
manipulating victims into criminal acts. The reality is that, still, more victims are
prosecuted for crimes resulting from their victimization than are traffickers under
federal and state anti-trafficking laws.13 Common charges include prostitution,
possession of a controlled substance, providing false identification to law enforcement,
obstruction of highways, disorderly conduct, and criminal trespass.14
• Civil courts may not recognize that a defendant is a sex trafficking victim or a domestic
violence victim. Victims can become enmeshed in issues such as immigration status and
domestic relations that can penalize them in ways that echo the threats of the abusers:
with loss of their children and deportation.15
• It is difficult to prosecute the traffickers without the victim’s testimony. Victims of
domestic violence and trafficking often have been taught that no one will believe them
and that they should fear authorities more than their abusers.16
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The fundamental shift in law enforcement, court, and victim services toward human
trafficking parallels the shift over the past 40 years toward domestic violence. The victim is
the key. As the authors of a Department of Justice-funded study summarized:
[M]erely recognizing the signs of human trafficking isn't enough to put
a perpetrator in prison. Police and federal agents must work to
accommodate the victims' issues, which might involve distrust of law
enforcement, fear of retaliation, language barriers, addiction and
homelessness. "In these cases, your evidence is a human being," [said
an investigator.]17

Both Traffickers and Abusers Use Power and Control Tactics
One of the hallmarks of both intimate partner violence and human trafficking is the perpetrator’s
deliberate and concerted deployment of tactics of power and control against their victims.18 The
dynamics of power and control manifest themselves in some of the following ways in both
domestic violence and human trafficking cases.
Physical Abuse
Physical abuse in human trafficking takes on the same forms that it does in domestic violence.
Shoving, hitting, punching, strangulation, forcing pregnancy termination, as well as inducing
drug and alcohol addiction are some of the ways in which physical abuse manifests itself.19
Sexual Abuse
Batterers often use rape and prostitution as a means of punishment or control.20 Traffickers can
force victims to have sex multiple times a day with strangers or friends for the trafficker’s
financial benefit.21 Over time, sexual violence and selling sex seem normal to the victim.22
Intimidation, Threats and Coercion
To indoctrinate and control victims, traffickers often replicate a family structure with themselves
as the head.23 They may instruct victims to call them “daddy” and their fellow victims “wife-inlaws.” Violence and verbal abuse are justified as the patriarch’s prerogative so that they can
discipline disobedient “spouses” and “children.” Traffickers have even forced their victims to
marry them. Traffickers also exploit feelings of loyalty between victims in the “family.”
Perpetrators of domestic violence and traffickers often threaten to hurt the victim or their
children and family if they don’t do as ordered.24 They also threaten to report them to the police
or immigration or shame them to their home communities, particularly if they are engaging in
prostitution or crimes.25
Pennsylvania statistics bear out that the Commonwealth is not immune from human trafficking. In 2016 alone,
the National Human Trafficking Hotline identified 152 Pennsylvania victims of trafficking: 109 sex trafficking, 25
labor trafficking, 6 both, and 12 unspecified. The hotline received 580 substantive calls about Pennsylvania
trafficking – the 12th highest call volume of all 50 states and Washington, D.C. (Source: Pennsylvania State
Report: Jan-Dec. 2016, http://humantraffickinghotline.org/sites/default/files/2016 State Report Pennsylvania_0.pdf
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It is important to note that such coercive control eventually achieves the same quick compliance
from both domestic violence and trafficking victims as physical violence. A Primer for Judges
explains:
Like victims of domestic violence, trafficking victims are often hypervigilant and
anxiously watch their abusers for signs of anger and aggression. Once traffickers
have obtained physical and psychological dominance over their victims, they
rarely need to resort to force; an expression of annoyance or gesture of disapproval
will often suffice.
Addiction
There is also a high correlation between the sexual exploitation and drug abuse. Traffickers are
known to get their victims addicted to drugs to maintain power and control over them.26 By doing
so, traffickers receive several benefits – as drug suppliers, they become even more indispensable
to their victims and also ensure that the victim needs additional money to obtain drugs. Working
to pay for drugs plunges the victim into debt bondage that they can’t repay. Domestic violence
victims may “self-medicate” with alcohol or drugs as a mental escape from the abuse. Abusers
can use these addictions to foster dependence.
Emotional Abuse
Emotional abuse can take many different forms but often starts out slowly and sporadically and
then escalates over time. Emotional abuse includes humiliating a victim in front of others, name
calling, convincing the victim the trafficker/intimate partner is the only one who cares about
them and blaming the victim for the situation. A Primer for Judges describes how batterers and
traffickers manipulate victims through self-blame:
Just like batterers, traffickers humiliate their victims while simultaneously shifting
responsibility for their humiliation onto them. As a consequence, rather than
blaming their abusers and exploiters, victims often blame themselves.27
Isolation
A trafficker intensifies control over victims by isolating them, just as domestic abusers isolate
their victims from anyone who might challenge the victim’s self-image or provide help.28
Victims are often kept confined, moved to different locations frequently,29 not allowed to learn
English or go to school, and denied access to children, family and friends.30
Economic Abuse
Forbidding a spouse or intimate partner from working, or forcing
them to work and confiscating their wages, are common forms of
abuse for perpetrators of domestic violence. For human trafficking,
economic abuse – the trafficker’s financial gain – is at its core. In
addition to confiscating money earned from prostitution, the
trafficker often finds other ways to economically control the victim,
such as charging for expenses they’ve “incurred” such as drugs, food
and housing.31 The human trafficking statute calls this “debt
coercion.”32
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Identifying Victims of
Human Trafficking Fact
Sheet
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/
sites/default/files/orr/fact
_sheet_identifying_victims
_of_human_trafficking.pdf
National Human Trafficking
Resource Center
1.888.3737.888
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The Civil Legal System and Victims of Human Trafficking and Domestic Violence
It is critical for justice system professionals to seek out training and resources that will help them
to recognize patterns and ask the right questions to liberate rather than penalize trafficking
victims who are also victims of domestic violence in civil proceedings. There are a variety of
civil matters which require victims to interact with the justice system, such as in protection order,
dependency, and custody matters. If a trafficked or abused defendant’s victimization is not
understood by the court, there is a potential for re-victimization.
Criminal charges have a direct impact on civil matters. Arresting and jailing victims in an attempt
to get them “off the streets” can cause life-long emotional, legal and financial damage that
impedes their recovery. Victims face not only incarceration, but loss of custody of their children,
criminal records, and other penalties that destroy their ability to rebuild independent, violencefree lives. Courts must remember that the trafficker, not the victim, is directly responsible for
perceived or real deficiencies in the victim’s ability to care for themselves and their children.
Protection from Abuse
Because many victims of human trafficking have an intimate relationship with their traffickers,
they may seek a Protection From Abuse (PFA) order to utilize the court’s authority to escape a
life of abuse and mistreatment. However, because the abuse suffered in cases of domestic
violence and human trafficking are similar, it is difficult to identify the cases of human
trafficking that intersect with domestic violence.
The specialized needs of victims of human trafficking can therefore be overlooked in PFA cases.
While victims of exploitation by an intimate partner benefit from the standard protections
provided by a PFA order, the PFA Act also provides the courts with broad discretion to fashion
an order containing any appropriate relief for a victim. Given the unique needs of domestic
violence victims of human trafficking, the courts can use their discretion to create orders
containing provisions that will meet the diverse needs of sex trafficking victims.
Dependency Proceedings
In many abusive and trafficking “families,” children are virtual hostages used to control the
victim parent’s behavior. When courts don’t identify human trafficking or domestic violence
victims, they often remove children from the victim parent based on evidence of lack of care,
criminal behavior, or other factors. Such dependency decisions are made in the perceived best
interest of the child.
While dependency proceedings are devastating for most families, victims of domestic violence
and human trafficking particularly fear dependency proceedings. Their fear is grounded in the
repeated, abusive and controlling threats of both traffickers and abusers that they will deny
access to their children. This fear transfers to dependency proceedings, where victims face
restrictions on the frequency and duration of visits with their children. In addition, when a finding
of dependency is made, victims fear that their children will be placed in the trafficker’s care.
Courts use the factors in 42 Pa.C.S. § 6302 to determine whether to declare children dependent.
Victims of human trafficking are particularly vulnerable to losing their children based upon the
lack of “proper parental care” evidenced by “conduct by the parent” including evidence of
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substance abuse or poor morals. In reality, many victims of human trafficking are not provided
proper shelter and cannot carry the required insurance coverage for themselves and their
children. In addition, many victims cannot adequately provide supervision to their children
because their trafficker chooses their work schedule. Victims may be required to work long
hours, oftentimes throughout the night, such that victims must leave their children in the care of
the trafficker while they perform involuntary sexual servitude.
Custody Proceedings
Victims of human trafficking and domestic violence face similar challenges in custody
proceedings. When determining a proper award of custody, Pennsylvania courts may consider
any relevant factor that assists the court when deciding what is in the best interests of the child.33
Many of the factors place victims at a disadvantage in comparison to their traffickers/abusers
who often have more resources, a better support system, and may have a better relationship with
the child. Many victims of human trafficking are also negatively impacted in custody
proceedings as a result of their drug and criminal history.
The court is required to consider certain criminal convictions, including prostitution, to
determine whether a party’s conduct poses a threat of harm to the child before they make their
decision.34 Although traffickers, who may be the other parent in a custody proceeding, can also
be convicted of promoting prostitution, victims of human trafficking are charged and convicted
of the crime of prostitution at much higher rates than traffickers.35 Unfortunately, in many
instances victims do not testify against their abusers and inform the court about the trafficker’s
involvement in prostitution due to fear of retaliation caused by longstanding threats. In contrast,
traffickers frequently bring up convictions for prostitution in an attempt to further cast a negative
light on a victim’s ability to parent.

Success with a Victim-Centered Approach
Both human trafficking and domestic violence require a victim-centered approach. When
prosecutors were interviewed about successes in human trafficking cases, they agreed:
[V]ictims were put at the center of these cases because of their importance to the
prosecution. In fact, for several prosecutors, victim cooperation was seen as
essential to the success of the prosecution; perhaps the one consistent finding
across all prosecutors, federal, state, or local.36
Domestic violence laws have helped abuse victims get help to become self-sufficient, but for
trafficking victims, the necessary infrastructure of supportive services is not yet well-developed.
The network of anti-trafficking organizations is growing, while domestic and sexual violence
service providers are trying to adapt their services and approach to trafficking victims. Law
enforcement, courts and prosecutors are learning that supportive approaches to victims of
trafficking – approaches that make them feel safe, build trust and connections, and offer
individual options – are keys to successful cases against traffickers.37
PCADV provides resources to assist courts, STOP teams and law enforcement to plan for ways
to work toward safety and independence for these victims. Contact our legal department at
888-235-3425.
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Resources
Report on Commercial Sexual Exploitation in Pennsylvania, Villanova University Charles
Widger Law School: The Institute to Address Commercial Sexual Exploitation,
http://cseinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/CSE-Institute-Report-on-CSE-in-Pennsylvania.pdf

Polaris Project: The Typology of Modern Slavery, http://polarisproject.org/typology-report
Pennsylvania Organizations Working Against Human Trafficking, http://cseinstitute.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/11/CSE-Institute-Report-on-CSE-in-Pennsylvania.pdf

The Human Trafficking Power and Control Wheel,
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/resources/human-trafficking-power-and-control-wheel
National Human Trafficking Hotline Data Report: Pennsylvania State Report: 1/1/2016 –
12/31/2016, http://humantraffickinghotline.org/sites/default/files/2016%20State%20Report%20%20Pennsylvania_0.pdf

Articles for Judges, Prosecutors, and Law Enforcement
Responding to Intimidation in Human Trafficking Cases, Aequitas,
http://www.aequitasresource.org/trainingDetail.cfm?id=101

Prostitution and Human Trafficking: A Paradigm Shift, FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin,
(2013), https://leb.fbi.gov/2013/march/prostitution-and-human-trafficking-a-paradigm-shift
The Crime of Human Trafficking: A Law Enforcement Guide to Identification and
Investigation, International Association of Chiefs of Police,
http://www.theiacp.org/ViewResult?SearchID=969
Human Trafficking and Domestic Violence: A Primer for Judges, The Judges Journal,
American Bar Association (2013);
http://www.americanbar.org/publications/judges_journal/2013/winter/human_trafficking_and_domest
ic_violence_a_primer_for_judges.html

Human Trafficking and Domestic Violence: A Legal Perspective, Webinar –
http://www.pcadv.org/Training/Webinars/
Recorded June 6, 2017
Explore the fundamental shift in the way the justice system and victim service providers view the
commercial sex industry. From “what used to be standard prostitution cases, now there's a keen eye
out there for warning signs of human trafficking," says one investigator. Learn about relevant
federal and state laws, identify the intersection between domestic violence and sex trafficking, and
understand why victims of sex trafficking don’t always identify themselves as domestic violence
victims and that the psychological and trauma bonds with their trafficker are fundamental obstacles.
Join Shea M. Rhodes, Esq., the statewide legal expert on Pennsylvania laws related to sex
trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation and co-founder and director of the Institute to
Address Commercial Sexual Exploitation (CSE Institute) at Villanova University Charles Widger
School of Law.
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