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San Francisco Chronicle
Olens Appoints Human Trafficking Prosecutor (October 29): Georgia’s attorney general has appointed a new 
prosecutor to focus on human trafficking. Attorney General Sam Olens on Wednesday announced the appoint-
ment of Camila Wright. Olens says Wright will have the authority to prosecute human trafficking throughout 
the state and will assist local authorities on these complex cases. Olens says Wright will also train law enforce-
ment officers around the state and will oversee the attorney general’s policy agenda on human trafficking. Wright 
previously established a human trafficking unit within the Fulton County District Attorney’s Office. Olens says 
Wright has extensive experience working with state and federal officials to pursue human traffickers. Olens says 
Wright was one of the first prosecutors in the state to convict a buyer.

Boston Globe
Most Victims of Human Trafficking Enter the US Legally, Study Says (October 21): Most victims of human 
trafficking in the United States arrived in the country with a legal work visa, according to a new report by North-
eastern University and the Urban Institute, and later became indentured servants after their immigration papers 
were taken away by traffickers and recruiters. Those who brought the workers to the United States to work on 
farms, construction sites, in hotels, and as housekeepers or nannies threaten to have the workers deported or 
keep them in jobs that pay little or nothing after seizing their papers. About 29 percent were smuggled into the 
United States, and most workers were not abused physically, which may not be the typical image of a trafficked 
person, said Northeastern criminology professor Amy Farrell, one of the report’s authors. Yet she said she found 
the level of psychological abuse startling in the 122 case files on trafficked workers that the report analyzed. In 
Massachusetts, more cases involving human labor trafficking, which involves workers who are held against their 
wills in jobs or forced to pay off debts to recruiters, have become public. Earlier this year, a couple from the town 
of Harvard were convicted in federal court of abusing and holding their Bolivian nanny against her will and were 
ordered to pay $150,000. Officials shut down two “farm labor camps” in Western Massachusetts last year after 
finding migrant workers who were underpaid, overworked, and living in squalor. While policy makers and state 
officials have taken steps to crack down on the problem, the report found that victims faced deep fears of coming 
forward and often did not do so until years after they had escaped from a trafficking situation. Researchers from 
Northeastern University and the Urban Institute, a nonpartisan policy research nonprofit in Washington D.C., 
researched the cases of 122 human trafficking victims at four unidentified social service agencies in the United 
States, including two in the Northeast.
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Reuters
Study Shows U.S. Forced-Labor Victims Unclear Where to Seek Help (October 21): A study of human labor 
trafficking in the United States released today shows that many of the victims arrived in the country legally, 
and some had college degrees. Even so, the study by researchers at the non-profit Urban Institute and Boston’s  
Northeastern University concluded, victims seldom understood their rights or where to seek help. The study 
focuses on 122 foreign men and women who received services through a coalition of organizations that assist 
trafficking victims. Researchers also interviewed victims, service providers and law enforcement officials. The 
average age of victims was 33 at the time they began receiving services. Most had children. Almost a third of the 
victims had attained higher education, and 71 percent held some type of temporary work visa when they entered 
the country. The study says traffickers often used the visa status as a tool to exploit workers. Most victims were 
recruited in their home country, and victims were often deceived about the nature and compensation of the 
work, researchers found. Typically, the workers came from countries in Central America or Southeast Asia, and 
were trafficked in domestic work, or in the construction, agriculture or hospitality industries. The study, which 
was funded by a grant from the U.S. Justice Department, encourages law enforcement officials to better recognize 
and respond to labor trafficking, defined in federal law as labor through “force, fraud or coercion.” U.S. prosecu-
tors have brought no more than an average of two dozen forced-labor cases a year, and there have been no pros-
ecutions under state law, the study found. Many law enforcement officials interviewed by researchers expressed 
confusion over what labor trafficking was and how they could address it.

BBC
Trafficking Harms 30,000 in EU – Most in Sex Trade (October 17): The EU says 30,146 people were registered 
as victims of human trafficking across the 28-nation EU in the three years to 2013. The European Commission 
report says 80% of the victims were women and 69% of all those trafficked were victims of sexual exploitation. 
More than 1,000 child victims were trafficked for sexual exploitation. Two-thirds of the victims were EU citizens. 
Nigeria and China were the main non-EU countries of origin. In 2010-2012, EU states prosecuted 8,551 people 
for human trafficking, the report said. There were 3,786 convictions.

LA Times
L.A. County Reaching Out to Save Children from Prostitution (October 9): The humble, affirming approach of 
Commissioner Catherine Pratt’s Compton courtroom began as an experiment three years ago, when she applied 
for grant money to provide professional help for the young prostitutes and she set aside Tuesdays to focus exclu-
sively on sex trafficking cases. Advocates from at least three charities providing mentors, educational liaisons and 
lawyers sit in the jury box of Pratt’s courtroom to connect with youths as soon as the need arises. Los Angeles 
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County supervisors launched a plan this year that adopts Pratt’s ethos, and social workers, police officers and 
others are being trained to take a softer approach to the children involved in prostitution. They are instructed to 
treat these young prostitutes as victims rather than perpetrators. Police officers are receiving training in many 
parts of the county to call the child abuse hotline when they find children engaged in prostitution instead of 
booking them for a crime. County officials expect that hundreds of youths will be diverted from juvenile deten-
tion facilities in favor of foster care placements. More than 60% of Los Angeles County’s children arrested for 
prostitution had previously come to the attention of the county’s Department of Children and Family Services, 
and the foster care system’s group homes have become one of most frequent gateways to the sex trade because 
the children there have fewer family ties and pimps target them for recruitment. But the foster care system is cur-
rently the county’s only alternative to juvenile detention facilities. Since Pratt’s experimental courtroom began in 
2011, the average number of days a child spends in juvenile detention has dropped from 35 days to 20 days, 73% 
of the children have not been rearrested and 22% remained in contact with a member of Pratt’s support team 
even after the case was closed and they were no longer obligated to maintain touch.

Fox News Latino
Human Trafficking to Europe and U.S. Generates $7 billion, UN Says (October 6): The main routes for human 
trafficking from Africa to Europe and South America to the United States provide the traffickers that control 
them with an income estimated at $7 billion, the United Nations said Monday. The overall figure is probably far 
higher, U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime, or UNODC, executive director Yury Fedotov said. The former Russian 
diplomat explained that to uncover the smuggling networks, the international community needs to “stand unit-
ed” in its desire to see these traffickers prosecuted, imprisoned and deprived of their assets. The official, whose 
agency focuses on the fight against all forms of transnational crime and drug trafficking, said immigrants should 
receive care and protection. To prevent traffickers from staying one step ahead of law enforcement, countries 
should strengthen cooperation, share information and conduct joint operations, the UNODC chief said. To 
achieve true success, however, countries must focus on breaking the trafficking networks responsible for many 
deaths, Fedotov said, noting that since 2000, more than 40,000 illegal immigrants have died, either by drowning, 
suffocation or starvation. 
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