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New York Times
UN Report Shows an Increase in Trafficking of Children (November 24): One in three human trafficking victims 
is a child, most victims are female, and traffickers operate with wide impunity, the United Nations said Monday 
in a report on modern-day slavery. The 2014 Global Report on Trafficking in Persons, produced by the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, also found that the proportion of children among victims appeared to be 
rising. Its first report, in 2012, said the proportion had been closer to one in four. In some regions, like Africa 
and the Middle East, the new report said, two out of three victims are children. The office, based in Vienna, was 
authorized by the General Assembly in 2010 to collect information and publish a global report on trafficking ev-
ery two years. Other indicators in the 2014 report pointed to growth in the buying and selling of humans despite 
laws passed in an increasing number of countries to toughen penalties. While sexual exploitation remains the 
predominant reason for trafficking, victims are also increasingly being used for forced labor, the United Nations 
report said. Other statistics in the report showed that girls account for two out of every three child victims, and 
that together with adult women, account for 70 percent of all trafficking victims. The report found that traffick-
ing was a problem all over the world, with at least 152 countries of origin and 124 countries of destination. More 
than 6 in 10 victims have been transported across at least one national border, it said. 

In a Queens Court, Women in Prostitution Cases Are Seen as Victims (November 21): The Human Trafficking 
Intervention Court in Queens is marking its 10th anniversary next month, and serves as a model for a statewide 
11-court program that began last year. The intention is to change the legal conversation around the multibil-
lion-dollar sex trade by redefining the women in it as victims instead of criminals. Most are offered a deal: Take 
part in a set number of counseling sessions, usually five or six, and the charges will be dismissed and the record 
sealed. After 13 months, the five New York City courts are still a work in progress, their success tracked more 
in individual stories than statistics. “This court is not devised to solve the problems of trafficking,” Judge Serita 
said of the program, “but to address one of the unfortunate byproducts, which is the arrest of these defendants 
on prostitution charges.” All defendants in the specialized courts are presumed to be victims at risk, the first of 
many assumptions made, in part, because of the silence surrounding sex trafficking. That silence also makes it 
tougher to shift social mores. Not only do the police and the justice system still treat prostitution as a crime, but 
the women themselves, most undocumented, often don’t define themselves as having been trafficked — whether 
out of fear, shame or choice. New York State’s progressive anti-trafficking law has no definition of a victim, but 
describes the coercive tactics a trafficker uses. These include fraud, physical injury, withholding or destroying 
immigration documents and exploiting debt. At no point in the proceedings does the judge, the prosecutor or 
the defense lawyer ask if the defendants have been trafficked; nor is there a quid pro quo to give up a trafficker. It 
is rare, but the hope is that the women, perhaps after working with counselors, will feel comfortable describing 
the conditions that led them to prostitution.
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The Elkhart Truth
Indiana Panel Hears Testimony on Human Trafficking (November 20): A state trooper who investigates human 
trafficking told a commission devoted to children’s issues Wednesday that he’s looked into nearly 40 such cases 
this year but the shadowy nature of the forced sex and labor trade means it’s unclear how far the problem reaches 
into Indiana. Skyler Whittington told the state Commission on Improving the Status of Children that his work in 
a recent undercover operation helped break up an online scheme that lured girls into the sex trade. He said three 
girls, including one who was about to start being used for prostitution the day of the sting, were rescued. The 
panel heard the human trafficking testimony as part of its ongoing mission to find ways to improve the lives of 
vulnerable Indiana children. State Attorney General Greg Zoeller said more than 80 percent of human trafficking 
victims are U.S. citizens, despite the perception that trafficking primarily involves people who have entered the 
country illegally. Abigail Kuzma, a deputy state attorney general, told the commission that there have been 134 
human trafficking cases identified by Indiana law enforcement agencies since 2006 and another 123 cases uncov-
ered by victim service providers. Thirty-eight of those cases were from 2014. Many of Indiana’s human traffick-
ing victims have been younger than 18, although a breakdown of what percentage of the cases involve youth isn’t 
available, the attorney general’s office said. Kuzma said the children most at risk of falling into human trafficking 
— which can involve prostitution, forced labor or a combination of the two — are children from impoverished 
homes, those who have faced abuse and children who already have cases with the state’s Department of Child 
Services.

Emporia Gazette
Human Trafficking Seminar Updates Area Police, Sheriff (November 19): Kansas law enforcement officers can 
seize property used to complete human trafficking crimes, such as the laptop used to look up a pimp, the smart-
phone used to seal the deal and the car driven to the crime’s location. Property can also be seized as civil forfei-
ture. Law enforcement officers of Emporia and Lyon County were reminded Tuesday of this update and others 
related to human trafficking. Since July of last year, “buying sexual relations” is a Class A Misdemeanor and 
$2,500 fine on the first offense and a Level 9 Felony with a $5,000 fine on the second. According to Stop Human 
Trafficking, now, 300,000 children are trafficked each year in the US. Colloton said out of those, 80 to 90 per-
cent are sexually abused. The average age for entering prostitution is 12-13 years. Defined by Kansas law, human 
trafficking is the intentional recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision or obtaining of a person for labor 
or services through the use of force, fraud or coercion. If the victim is under 18, the offense is called “commercial 
sexual exploitation of a child.” For victims 18 and older, the offense is “buying sexual relations” or “promoting the 
sale of sexual relations.” Those who own properties such as hotels where sex trafficking occurs can also answer to 
law enforcement. Under Jessica’s Law Hard 25, when a buyer is at least 18 and a victim is under 14 years old, the 
penalty for the buyer is life in prison without possibility of parole for 25 years. 
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The Times Picayune
Louisiana Best in Nation at Combatting Human Trafficking, Advocacy Group Says (November 7): Shared Hope 
International has ranked Louisiana as the top state in the nation for cracking down on human trafficking. Shared 
Hope grades states on 41 key legislative components that must be addressed in the states’ laws to respond to 
minor sex trafficking crimes. Louisiana scored a 96, the highest in the country. Shared Hope reached the score 
by analyzing Louisiana’s laws on domestic minor sex trafficking, investigation and prosecution tools, criminal 
provisions addressing demand, and criminal provisions for traffickers and facilitators. Louisiana has increased 
its grade on the Shared Hope report card from a C to an A in just three years because of strengthened human 
trafficking penalties and victim protections. The 2014 legislative session included new laws that allowed courts 
to create specialized human trafficking divisions, increased penalties for traffickers by allowing asset forfeiture, 
more protection for victims, and required abortion clinics to post the human trafficking hotline number. Only 
three states received an A on the report card: Louisiana (96), Tennessee (94) and Washington (92.5). Five states 
received an F. California received the lowest grade of 50 out of all the states. South Dakota (58.5), Maine (56.5) 
and Michigan (54) also received failing grades.
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