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Washington Post:
Philippines makes arrests in online extortion ring (August 22): Philippine police have arrested eight suspected 
members of an online syndicate accused of blackmailing more than 1,000 Hong Kong and Singapore residents 
after luring them into exposing themselves in front of webcam. The raid on the syndicate’s locations in northern 
Bulacan province on Thursday was a follow-up to an operation backed by Interpol in April in which 58 Filipinos 
were arrested, and another 100 linked to the extortion in a subsequent investigation in May. The victims came 
from all over the world, including a Scottish teenager who committed suicide after being blackmailed. Victims 
would be lured into cybersex on Skype, recorded and a video link sent to their Facebook accounts unless they 
paid at least $3,000. The gang has victimized around 700 Hong Kong residents and nearly the same number of 
Singaporeans in a span of two years.

Thailand’s Despicable Human Trafficking Record (August 19): THIS YEAR’S parade of horrors in the State De-
partment’s annual Trafficking in Persons Report included shocking accounts of child soldiers, organ trafficking, 
forced labor and more. The document is a sad testament to the depths of cruelty by humans to other humans. 
Mandated by Congress, this report is a chance not only to speak truth to power but also to seek change. The 
report found that Thailand does not comply with the minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking. The 
nation has been downgraded to the lowest possible level, Tier 3, which could lead to sanctions and cutoff of aid 
other than humanitarian aid. Most of the trafficking in Thailand involves sex workers. But two important piec-
es of journalism in the past year have cast light on brutal and abhorrent practices of human trafficking in the 
largely unregulated fishing industry. Reuters won the 2014 Pulitzer Prize for International Reporting for a series 
of articles calling attention to the role of the Thai navy in abetting the smuggling of Rohingya Muslims fleeing 
persecution and economic deprivation in Burma. Many of the Rohingya either died at sea or were sold to human 
traffickers and into slavery. The Guardian recently published an investigation that showed that slaves are forced 
to work for no pay for years at a time under threat of extreme violence in the production of seafood sold by ma-
jor retailers in the United States and Europe. It reported that large numbers of men, bought and sold like animals 
and held against their will on fishing boats off Thailand, are integral to shrimp production. The U.S. government 
report points out that “this form of forced labor continues to be prevalent, and that increasing international scru-
tiny has led traffickers to use new methods, making their crimes more difficult to detect.”

Prostitution arrests on the rise in Northern Virginia (August 15): Women posting sex ads online in Northern 
Virginia are increasingly likely these days to be met by a cop instead of a customer. Authorities say they have 
seen an uptick in prostitution at area hotels and are increasingly using stings to target the women. And although 
the number of arrests is still small, it’s on the rise. Most of the arrested women had posted ads in the escorts sec-
tion of Backpage.com, a Web site that has replaced Craigslist as the preferred site for selling sex.
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San Francisco Chronicle:
TBI launches human trafficking initiative (August 19): The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation has launched a 
new initiative to raise awareness of human trafficking. The campaign is called “It Has To Stop” and features a 
website with links for visitors to join nonprofits and other groups in the effort to curb trafficking in Tennessee 
and abroad. Research by The Polaris Project, a national leader in the fight against human trafficking, indicates it 
is one of the fastest-growing criminal enterprises in the United States.

Human trafficking series explores Kentucky issues (August 19): A new online video series is designed to increase 
awareness of human trafficking in Kentucky. The series was unveiled by the Kentucky attorney general’s office, 
along with the Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation Prevention Board and the Catholic Charities of Louisville 
HOPE Campaign. The seven-part video series includes perspectives from trafficking survivors, Kentucky legis-
lators and law enforcement officials. Attorney General Jack Conway called trafficking “modern-day slavery” and 
says it’s happening in Kentucky. It is available for viewing on http://ICareAboutKids.ky.gov 
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