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Texas Public Radio
The Source: Dealing with Human Trafficking in Texas (April 30): Human trafficking ensnares 20 million people 
and is a $150 billion criminal enterprise, and the United States isn’t immune. Last year there were more than 
5,000 reported cases of sex or labor trafficking in the country and here in Texas in 2014 there were 452. But those 
numbers pale in comparison to the estimates. The Polaris Project says 100,000 children are trafficked for sex in 
a year, which is just one segment of one area of trafficking. In order to better assess the needs, the Texas Slavery 
Mapping Project, a grant-funded, two-year study, wants to crack the nut of this underground economy and bring 
policymakers better numbers that lead to better strategies. Bexar County has had 122 confirmed cases of child 
sex trafficking since 2009. Steadily rising in frequency, the county has created two programs aimed at helping 
victims of trafficking.  

Minnesota Public Radio
Visas Available for Victims of Trafficking, Domestic Violence (April 28): Victims of human trafficking, domestic 
violence and other serious crimes who cooperate with law enforcement may be eligible for special visas, federal 
authorities said Tuesday. The federal Violence Against Women Act allows victims to seek a visa without their 
domestic abuser’s knowledge or assistance, said Amany Ezeldin, an adjudications officer for U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services. More than 7,000 women across the nation received visas under the Violence Against 
Women Act last year. Federal immigration officials are training Twin Cities law enforcement and members of 
community groups to make them aware of special visas for victims of trafficking, domestic abuse or other serious 
crimes. That could give people suffering from abuse the tools they need to become survivors, officials said. Mike 
Netherland, special agent in charge for Homeland Security investigations in the region that includes Minnesota, 
said victims often don’t know help is available. To help inform them, federal officials are spreading the word that 
immigrants who are victims of crimes can seek assistance. “Human trafficking is an especially secretive crime, 
and the traffickers do everything they can to program their victims to be fearful of law enforcement agencies,” 
Netherland said. “That is why we need the help of the media and the help of the general public.” Signs that a 
person may be a victim of human trafficking include a lack of identification or travel documents, restrictions on 
their movement and communication, and threats that they will be reported to law enforcement or deported.

Wall Street Journal
Senate Passes HT Bill: Chamber Votes 99-0 to Curb Sex Trafficking; Clears Way for Vote on Loretta Lynch (April 
22): The Senate on Wednesday overwhelmingly approved a bill aimed at curbing sex trafficking after leaders 
resolved an impasse over abortion, clearing the way for a vote Thursday on confirming Loretta Lynch for attor-
ney general. In a 99-0 vote, the Senate approved a bill from Majority Whip John Cornyn (R., Texas) that would 
bolster law enforcement’s ability to target those who purchase sex or labor from a victim of human trafficking, 
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and set up a fund to provide support for the survivors. Fellow Texas Republican Sen. Ted Cruz, who is run-
ning for president, was the only lawmaker who didn’t vote. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R., Ky.) 
had said the Senate wouldn’t consider Ms. Lynch until the trafficking bill had passed. That confirmation vote 
is expected Thursday. Lawmakers had been at odds over the bill for more than a month regarding whether the 
funding for trafficking survivors would be subject to abortion restrictions. Under the deal reached Tuesday, aid 
for human-trafficking survivors would be funded by two streams of money, each designated for specific purpos-
es. Criminal fines collected from trafficking perpetrators could be used for services including law enforcement 
and legal aid, but not health care. Meanwhile, health care and medical services for trafficking survivors would 
be funded through money that Congress has already appropriated for community health centers. Congress last 
week approved funding for the community health centers as part of an agreement on Medicare reimbursements 
to doctors.

Dallas Morning News
Mayor Mike Rawlings Calls for an End to Human Trafficking in Dallas at Symposium (April 18): Mayor Mike 
Rawlings wants to make sure Dallas residents know slavery is a problem in their city. On Saturday, he empha-
sized the connection between human trafficking and domestic abuse. “Both of these activities must stop,” Rawl-
ings said at the #StopSlaveryDallas symposium at Saint Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church. “For me, the 
fight against human trafficking is the logical next step to my campaign against domestic violence. We must come 
together as a community around this issue.” Rawlings launched a campaign in 2013 urging men to vow to end 
domestic violence. Many trafficking victims also have suffered such abuse. and the mayor praised the hundreds 
of people who attended the symposium for caring about such human rights problems in the city. Human traf-
ficking, including forced labor and sex slavery, is on the rise in Texas, experts say, and Dallas is the second-largest 
trafficking hub in the state behind Houston.

Washington Post
Why the Trafficking Bill Could Do Victims More Harm than Good (April 17): Loretta Lynch, President Obama’s 
nominee for attorney general, still hasn’t been confirmed. Republicans and Democrats can’t agree on language 
describing abortion in a separate bill designed to protect victims of human trafficking, which was originally an 
uncontroversial measure with bipartisan support. While most observers have focused on Lynch and the abortion 
question, the rest of the bill is worth a closer look. It extends the government’s “tough-on-crime” strategy for 
dealing with human trafficking. Advocates for victims say the basic problem with the bill is that it focuses on the 
demand for sex, not the supply of those forced to sell it. These advocates say that people who are manipulated 
and coerced into selling themselves for sex are typically people with limited economic options otherwise. They 
might try prostitution as a way of getting by, but then find themselves unable to escape an abusive relationship 
with an employer. A real solution to the problem would address the supply of these victims with more generous 
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assistance for people in poverty and a better education system. Solving those problems, though, would take bills 
that are anything but uncontroversial and bipartisan.

US News and Report
Senate Seeks Deal for Human Trafficking Bill Long Stalled by Abortion Dispute (April 16): Key lawmakers are 
working to resolve a dispute over abortion that has long held up Senate approval of legislation to crack down on 
human trafficking. Sens. Mitch McConnell and John Cornyn, the two top Senate Republicans, both expressed 
hope Thursday for an agreement. Democrats also said aides were meeting. The negotiations came as McConnell 
put off a test vote that was likely to fall short of the 60 needed to advance the measure. The legislation says that 
restitution paid by convicted sex traffickers would go into a fund to aid victims. Democrats object to a Republi-
can-drafted provision saying that none of the money may be used for abortions except in cases of rape, incest or 
if the life of the woman was in danger.

United Nations Anti-Crime Conference
UN Anti-Crime Conference Session Urges Boosting Assistance to Trafficking Victims (April 14): With human 
trafficking now a global criminal enterprise generating billions of dollars every year, United Nations officials 
stressed today during a high-level event at the UN Crime Congress in Doha, Qatar, that victims of the crime 
need broad based assistance for their recovery. Almost every nation in the world is affected by human trafficking 
either as a country of origin, transit, or destination. The victims are exploited in a range of different sectors, with 
some 53 per cent involved in sexual exploitation and 40 per cent in forced labor, according to 2011 figures. In 
2010, the UN established a Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of Trafficking in Persons and the high-level event 
discussed the achievements of the Fund and the challenges it has faced over the past five years. The UN Special 
Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons, Maria Grazia Giammarinaro, said that assistance is crucial “in ensuring 
the full access to an effective remedy for victims, including rehabilitation, reintegration and redress for any harm 
committed against them” and in preventing “re-victimization and re-trafficking of victims.” However, in prac-
tice, trafficked persons are frequently left without remedies or the assistance necessary to start a rehabilitation or 
reintegration process, she added. Ms. Giammarinaro stressed that a strong partnership with non-governmental 
organizations is necessary to effectively address the scourge. She strongly urged Member States to contribute 
generously to the UN Trust Fund. 

St. Louis Public Radio
Congress Returns from Easter Recess, Human Trafficking Bill with Local Sponsors Remains Stalled (April 14): 
After a two-week Easter recess, legislators are back in Washington, D.C. “There’s a lot of trying to paint the other 
guy as the bad guy. There’s a lot of posturing,” St. Louis Public Radio’s Washington, D.C. reporter Jim Howard 
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told “St. Louis on the Air” host Don Marsh on Tuesday. Even while several candidates have announced they’re 
running for president in 2015, Howard said that it’s not a distraction; rather it is the main event. A bill co-spon-
sored by two local legislators is now stalled. Sen. Mark Kirk (R-Ill.) and Rep. Ann Wagner (R-Ballwin) are sup-
porters of legislation aimed at halting human trafficking. However, Democrats don’t want to accept a provision 
in the bill that includes some restrictions on abortion funding. “The House bill and the Senate bill are similar but 
they’re different bills,” Howard said. “The focus is to get at the advertising of sex trafficking. They use the exam-
ple of Backpage.com.” Meanwhile, Republicans say they won’t approve President Barack Obama’s nomination of 
Loretta Lynch for Attorney General until Democrats in the U.S. Senate allow the anti-human trafficking measure 
that contains the so-called Hyde Amendment to come up for a vote. “Both sides are accusing the other side of 
playing hostage with victims of sex trafficking,” Howard said.

Denver Post
Colorado Springs Police Start “John Shaming” in Sex Trafficking Battle (April 6): Colorado Springs police on 
Monday began a controversial program of publicizing the names and photos of those convicted of misdemeanor 
prostitution soliciting crimes — a tactic some call “john shaming.” Proponents of such initiatives say they spread 
fear in perpetrators who had thought they could stay anonymous after an offense. Police say they hope to deter 
prostitution and human trafficking, but detractors say the programs could unjustly ruin lives. “As in any crime, 
the chance of getting caught and exposed is a deterrent,” said Lt. Mark Comte, who oversees the police depart-
ment’s human-trafficking unit formed last year. “Men don’t think they are going to be exposed.” Comte said his 
unit found research, including examples from other law agencies, showing the practice can reduce demand for 
prostitution and in turn supply. The hope, he said, is the program will discourage sex trafficking. The practice 
has been adopted by a limited number of law enforcement agencies throughout the country, including in Orange 
County, Calif., where prosecutors have dedicated a Web page to post names and photos of “sex purchasers.” In 
Colorado, however, such initiatives are not widespread. 

National Public Radio
A Lesser-Known Human Trafficking Problem: Teenage Basketball Players (April 6): Monday night’s NCAA men’s 
basketball final will attract millions of viewers. One player on Duke’s team — Sean Obi — hails from Nigeria. 
He’s not the only African player who has enjoyed a successful hoops career in the U.S. The most famous is Nige-
rian Hakeem Olajuwon, who starred at the University of Houston before going on to a Hall of Fame career with 
the Houston Rockets and the Toronto Raptors. But not every African student who comes to the United States 
to play basketball has a positive experience. In the April issue of Harper’s and over at WNYC, I reported on the 
story of four promising teenage Nigerian basketball players who were lured to the United States with the promise 
of college scholarships, but ended up with one homeless in New York City and the other three in foster care in 
Michigan. And last month, the Department of Homeland Security raided the Faith Baptist Christian Academy 
South in Ludowici, Ga., and discovered 30 young boys, mostly Dominican, who had been living in the campus 
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gym, sleeping on the floor. Apparently students had been housed there since 2013. These boys also had been 
recruited to America with the promise of a high school education and a shot at a college scholarship. It might 
seem bizarre to bring underage immigrants to the United States to participate in an amateur sport, but it turns 
out there’s a whole international network of scouts, coaches and agents looking to make real money by plucking 
rising-star basketball players from other countries and “getting in” on the player’s circle of influence early on. The 
biggest payday, of course, comes if you have a strong influence over a player who seems good enough to play for 
the NBA. Sports agents eager to represent a top-draft prospect will pay for an introduction to the player. In some 
cases, this has even resulted in coaches getting a percentage of the agent’s fee for negotiating a first contract. 
All of this hinges on having players people would pay for, which helps explain why scouts and coaches began 
prospecting for talent in places like Africa. Find a future star, and you stand to make a lot of money. Of course, 
the vast majority of recruits will not be that one-in-a million talent. And in a lot of cases, young boys seem to 
be treated based on what the adults in the basketball market think they’re “worth.” In the meantime, no one’s 
tasked with making sure the kids don’t end up in situations like the one in Georgia. “It’s like modern slavery,” 
Chukwuemeka “Alley” Ene, the subject of my Harper’s piece, told me. He was made to sleep on the floor during a 
placement with a host family in Mississippi, and one of his friends was at the school in Ludowici that got raided 
by DHS. “It’s not slavery where they put a chain on your hand or your neck,” he told me. “But it’s people trying to 
use you.” 

Michigan Public Radio
Human Trafficking Court Helps Keep Victim Out of Jail (April 2): The Washtenaw County Human Trafficking 
Court helps victims who are facing prostitution or related charges avoid jail time. Instead, the year-old program 
steers victims toward legal, medical and rehab assistance as part of a two-year diversion program. A new report 
from the Curtis Center Program Evaluation Group at the University of Michigan said the program is also saving 
the county money. “The cost of putting a person in the Washtenaw County Jail is actually more expensive than 
the attenuated services that come with the program,” said Elizabeth Campbell, an assistant clinical law professor 
at the University of Michigan. Campbell said before the court was developed, law enforcement officials often felt 
their hands were tied when it came to charging possible trafficking victims. Campbell said the court aims to help 
create a “paradigm shift” in the way law enforcement officers and court officials view prostitution. “One of the 
primary goals of the court is to increase awareness so that exploited individuals will be identified and treated as 
victims as opposed to criminals,” Campbell said. Court officials say they hope to expand their services to include 
job training and GED preparation services, as well as access to affordable housing for victims.

Indianapolis Star
Attorney General Kicks Off Crackdown on Child Sex Trafficking (April 2): Attorney General Greg Zoeller an-
nounced Thursday the launch of a statewide awareness and education campaign targeting child sex trafficking. 
The “Indiana’s Not Buying It” campaign focuses on reducing the demand for commercial sex that fuels human 
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trafficking, according to a news release from Zoeller’s office. Human trafficking occurs when people are recruited 
into the sex or labor trade through force, fraud or coercion, or when a child is used for commercial sex. The cam-
paign is being launched in conjunction with this weekend’s 2015 NCAA Final Four championship. Officials warn 
that around the nation, demand for commercial sex increases when large numbers of men gather for sporting 
events or other events with a party atmosphere. An analysis of Backpage.com ads in the Louisville area revealed 
a spike in adult services classified ads during March Madness with more than 100 ads per day, the release states. 
Similarly, when the Super Bowl was held in Indianapolis in 2012, the number of Indiana-specific “escort” ads on 
Backpage jumped from eight throughout the month preceding the event to 129 the day before the Super Bowl. 
Indiana will be the third state, along with after Georgia and Arizona, to adopt the national “Not Buying It” cam-
paign, an effort sponsored by Georgia-based human trafficking prevention group StreetGrace.

http://www.centerforpublicpolicy.org
http://www.centerforpublicpolicy.org
www.htcourts.org
www.htcourts.org
www.htcourts.org
http://www.htcourts.org
http://www.centerforpublicpolicystudies.org

