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Times -Picayune 
 
Human Trafficking in New Orleans and How to Curb it: Group Makes Pitch to City Council (March 31): The 
New Orleans Police Department must be better trained to recognize and aid victims of human trafficking, the 
authors of a Loyola University study on the city’s shadowy sex trade told the City Council last week. There must 
also be a shift among law enforcement officers away from criminalizing sex workers and a focus on going after 
the pimps and traffickers that prey on them, said Laura Murphy, one of the study’s principle authors. Murphy 
and Jim Kelly, the executive director of the homeless youth advocacy center Covenant House, pushed the coun-
cil to pressure the city’s public safety agencies to coordinate better with social service organizations. Loyola and 
the Covenant House had teamed up to interview 99 homeless youth last year and discovered 14 percent of them 
reported they had been victims of trafficking.  Kelly pleaded with the council to chase federal grants designed to 
unite police and social workers to curb the practice. He and Murphy also asked that law enforcement agencies 
work to divert sex trade victims into programs designed to help them rather than arresting them.  Kelly pointed 
out that city prosecutors often find themselves in a hard place: They often need sex workers to testify in order 
to convict pimps, and they use possible jail time as a bargaining chip to get prostitutes on the stand. In the long 
run, creating more jobs will give these teenagers more options toward a better life and cut into the sex trade that 
supports human trafficking, Kelly said, explaining that many of the victims were lured into prostitution as they 
searched unsuccessfully for work.

KTVB
Bills Would Allow Anti-Human Trafficking Signs in Rest Stops (March 20): The Idaho Senate Transportation 
Committee unanimously endorsed the plan on Thursday. The bill would let non-profit organizations place signs 
in rest areas with a toll-free number of victims of human trafficking to call. Savannah Hicks, who drafted the 
bill, says that human trafficking is a growing problem across the country and in the state of Idaho. She hopes the 
signs will prompt victims to reach out for help. The plan has already unanimously passed the House. Hicks says 
that without the law, she would need to call each individual county to ask for permission to put up the signs. 

Time
How a Human Trafficking Bill Became a Debate About Abortion (March 12): In February, the leading anti-traf-
ficking organization Polaris praised the Senate for taking up their cause. On Wednesday, the group’s tone had 
changed dramatically, as it was now urging that same group of lawmakers to pass the same bill. Until Tuesday, 
the bill was set to easily pass the Senate with bipartisan support. Now, it’s in jeopardy due to the inclusion of lan-
guage that would limit women’s access to abortions. “The bipartisan support to address modern slavery should 
not be held up by a separate debate on partisan issues,” said Brandon Bouchard, a spokesperson for Polaris. 
Introduced by Sen. John Cornyn of Texas in January, the Justice for Victims in Trafficking Act would estab-
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lish a fund for victims using fines collected for trafficking crimes. Democrats and Republicans supported the 
bill, which passed out of the Senate Judiciary Committee with ease in late February. And on Monday, Senators 
seemed excited to move forward on the legislation. That changed Tuesday, when Democrats cried foul over lan-
guage in the bill they say was slipped in under the radar that would restrict the use of any funds collected from 
the trafficking punishment for abortions. Democrats say the abortion restrictions were not included in a list of 
changes to the bill that was circulated when it was introduced. Because of that, Democrats said they were un-
aware of any such provision when they decided to support it. Plus, they say adding it to this legislation goes too 
far. The whole ordeal is endemic of the partisan gridlock plaguing Washington, with both sides reluctant to cede 
any ground even though both agree on the fundamentals. Stuck in the middle of it all: the victims of trafficking 
and the organizations that were hoping greater protections and resources were on the horizon.

Lincoln Journal Star
Push is on to Raise Awareness of Human Trafficking in Nebraska (March 11): Nebraska’s new attorney general, 
Doug Peterson, and U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry gathered 14 people at the state Capitol Wednesday to say it was 
imperative to have less talk and more action on the issue, and to call for increased awareness among those who 
interact with its victims. For the moment, people focused on the human trafficking problem are rallying around 
a bill (LB294) in the Legislature, introduced by Sen. Jim Scheer of Norfolk, who took over where Lincoln Sen. 
Amanda McGill left off. The bill would strengthen Nebraska’s human trafficking laws, particularly sex trafficking 
of girls, by providing additional safeguards and remedies for victims. After he introduced the bill, Scheer said he 
had no less than five senators walk up to him the next day and question whether trafficking was really a problem 
in Nebraska. 

WOWT
Human Trafficking Bill Draws Supporters (March 5): The Nebraska Legislature’s Judiciary Committee heard 
from a broad coalition of supporters in favor of LB294 introduced by Sen. Jim Scheer of Norfolk on Thursday. 
LB294 strengthens Nebraska’s laws against the sex trafficking of young girls and adopts recommendations made 
by the Governor’s Task Force on Human Trafficking. Attorney General Doug Peterson said he was amazed by 
the compassion and efforts of service providers and law enforcement but found that Nebraska lacked a “ham-
mer” to prosecute traffickers. Peterson said the bill is motivated by compassion for the young victims of human 
trafficking who are repeatedly treated as commodities. The bill increases penalties against traffickers, allows for 
forfeiture of their assets for the purpose of funding services for victims, and allows juvenile courts to ensure that 
victims of trafficking actually receive service. Nebraska’s existing human trafficking law created unintended con-
sequences in which victims do not necessarily receive services and are unable to break away from a manipulative 
cycle of abuse. Officer Amber Schlote of the Omaha Police Department’s Vice Unit said since 2013 every juvenile 
victim of sex trafficking has attempted to run from Child Protective Services within 48 hours of being rescued 
by law enforcement. The Omaha Child Exploitation Task Force has been responsible for the recovery of over 20 
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sexually exploited juveniles since 2010 and has received reports of two additional suspected juveniles within the 
last week.

Denver Post
Colorado Springs Human Trafficking Unit Looks into Alleged Escort Case (March 3): Human trafficking detec-
tives in Colorado Springs are investigating after a female traveled from Greeley to southern Colorado to work as 
an escort when a purported client began advertising her services online. The female, whose age and identity have 
not been released, was contacted by officers Monday night at a motel on the 1500 block of North Newport Road 
in the southeast part of the city. Police were called by a clerk there who said a female was in the lobby crying and 
saying she was scared for her life. Investigators learned the female had come from Greeley to work as an escort 
and had been contacted by several clients who were “expecting sexual services from her,” police said. Investiga-
tors learned the female had come from Greeley to work as an escort and had been contacted by several clients 
who were “expecting sexual services from her,” police said. Police said because of the circumstances they sum-
moned the department’s human trafficking unit, including detectives and victims advocates.

Tampa Bay Times
Lawmakers Move to Ramp Up Florida’s Response to Human Trafficking (March 3): Lawmakers have started 
moving to ramp up Florida’s response to human trafficking. One proposal (HB 465/SB 1108) would increase 
penalties for “soliciting, inducing, enticing or procuring another to commit prostitution.” Another (HB 457/
SB 698) would dedicate funding from a “Safe and Free Florida” specialty license tag to victim services. A third 
proposal (SB 534/HB 369) would require the National Human Trafficking Resource Center Hotline number to 
be posted “in all Florida transportation hubs.” “Human trafficking is a sick but profitable criminal enterprise that 
affects up to 300,000 children and many young adults in the United States each year,” Sen. Jack Latvala, a Clear-
water Republican and sponsor of SB 534, said in a prepared statement last week. “SB 534 will get more of these 
cases reported and hopefully help put an end to this widespread practice of modern-day slavery.” Florida ranks 
among the top three states for human trafficking. And as more about the crime has become known, the state 
has toughened its laws. Last year Florida earned a B in a study of state trafficking laws by the American Center 
for Law & Justice and Shared Hope International, an advocacy group. Virtually everyone involved in the state’s 
response agrees that community awareness has grown exponentially over the past few years. 
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