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U.S. News and World Report
New Phase in Government’s Effort to Combat HT, Expand Initiative to More Cities (June 25): The Justice De-
partment is announcing a new phase in efforts to combat human trafficking. Attorney General Loretta Lynch 
says federal officials are looking for cities to participate in the next phase of a program aimed at streamlining 
trafficking investigations and prosecutions. The idea is to build on an initiative from 2011 that officials say has 
resulted in more trafficking cases and convictions. The cities selected for the first phase were Atlanta; El Paso, 
Texas; Kansas City, Missouri; Memphis, Tennessee; Miami; and Los Angeles. The Justice Department says up to 
six districts will be picked for the next phase, which will feature increased advanced training and streamlined co-
ordination. Teams will be compromised of federal prosecutors and investigators representing different agencies. 
Lynch said the program’s results so far were “extraordinary.”

Chicago Tribune
Counties Team Up to Fight Human Trafficking (June 19): The state line no longer will protect people in the 
human trafficking business as Lake and Cook counties have banded together to fight it Lake County Sheriff John 
Buncich and Cook County, Ill., Sheriff Tom Dart announced Friday that the two counties as well as the U.S. 
Attorney for the Northern District of Indiana’s office will work together on human trafficking cases that bounce 
between the states. Websites such as one called Backpage are an absolute bane to the human trafficking efforts, 
Dart said, kicking off the seminar in which law enforcement agencies were invited to learn about their efforts. 
The most important component of the effort is that all the agencies in Cook and Lake counties are now sharing 
information among each other on human traffickers. It’s not a new concept; the counties have worked together 
on gang intelligence, Buncich said, but even more critical since gangs are now getting more into human traffick-
ing as well. 

Lawrence Journal-World
Kansas Attorney General Plans Campaign on Human Trafficking (June 18): Kansas Attorney General Derek 
Schmidt says his office is launching a statewide billboard campaign against human trafficking. Schmidt says the 
goal of the campaign is to raise awareness about human trafficking and to encourage people to report suspicious 
activities. He says billboard ads will go up in the Kansas City, Topeka and Wichita markets. Schmidt says the ads 
will run over the next 12 months and encourage people to report suspicious activities to the National Human 
Trafficking Resource Center. The attorney general says Clear Channel Outdoors and Lamar Advertising are do-
nating space on digital billboards. Schmidt says awareness is an important part of combatting human trafficking.
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Las Cruces Sun-News
New Mexico AG Seeks Federal Dollars to Fight Human Trafficking (June 11): New Mexico Attorney General 
Hector Balderas plans to sharpen the state’s focus on investigating and prosecuting human trafficking crimes 
and has requested a $750,000 federal grant to roughly double the number of personnel dedicated to HT cases 
and reorganize the office to better leverage resources, according to Deputy Attorney General Sharon Pino, who 
oversees the state’s criminal prosecutions. Human trafficking is an underreported crime that too frequently goes 
uninvestigated in New Mexico, Pino said. The state has prosecuted fewer than two dozen cases since an anti-hu-
man-trafficking law went into effect in 2008. But that number belies the real extent of the crimes committed, 
she said. The state has prosecuted and won convictions or guilty pleas in 18 of 19 human trafficking cases - all 
involving sex trafficking - since 2008, Pino said. One case is still pending. Last month, the Attorney General’s 
Office applied for the federal grant that would pay for two more investigators and for a statewide task force on 
human trafficking, Pino said. Currently, one investigator and one prosecutor in the office are dedicated full-time 
to human trafficking cases, plus the director of special prosecutions in the Attorney General’s border violence 
division. The Obama administration’s human trafficking strategic plan outlines ways in which federal agencies 
should collaborate with state and local entities to ensure victims of human trafficking have access to the services 
they need to recover. The National Human Trafficking Resource Center reported 70 calls from New Mexico to its 
Polaris hot line last year, of which 28 were evaluated to be potential cases of human trafficking in the state. Pino 
said state investigators currently get most of their tips from the hot line.

Reuters
U.S. Flight Attendants Seek Mandatory Training to Spot Human Trafficking (June 5): Flight attendants in the 
United States are calling for the government to step up action against human trafficking by funding mandato-
ry training to help them spot victims in the air. The Association of Flight Attendants-CWA (AFA), the world’s 
largest flight attendant union, said its 50,000 members from 18 airlines can act as a massive network of trained 
eyes in the skies, potentially saving millions of lives. The call came two years after U.S. authorities launched 
an anti-trafficking campaign called Blue Lightning to encourage airlines to train personnel on how to identify 
potential traffickers and report suspicious activity to police. The AFA is calling on Congress to make the training 
program mandatory for the aviation industry and to allocate government money to finance this. 

Lincoln Journal Star
Attorney General Hires Human Trafficking Coordinator (June 5): Attorney General Doug Peterson said Friday 
he has hired Stephen Patrick O’Meara in his office to serve as human trafficking coordinator. O’Meara will be the 
point person in the development and implementation of a statewide strategic plan to combat human traffick-
ing, including enforcement, victim services and public awareness, Peterson said. He also will participate in the 
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investigation and prosecution of state or federal human trafficking cases. Peterson has made combating human 
trafficking a priority, working on the issue as a private attorney and then emphasizing it in last year’s campaign. 
In this legislative session, he supported a bill (LB294) introduced by Sen. Jim Scheer of Norfolk, passed and 
signed by the governor, that would strengthen Nebraska’s human trafficking laws, particularly sex trafficking of 
girls, by providing additional safeguards and remedies for victims. It also created a victim assistance fund. As 
human trafficking coordinator for the Nebraska Department of Justice, O’Meara is developing and implementing 
a statewide victim-oriented plan to integrate enforcement, victim services, awareness, and education. He will 
work closely with local, state and federal law enforcement, and with victim services organizations to establish a 
multidisciplinary human trafficking enforcement network, Peterson said. 

Capital Public Radio
Sacramento Launches New Anti-Human Trafficking Campaign (June 4): Thirty Sacramento area non-profit 
and law enforcement organizations have joined  to stop human trafficking.  The coalition is called “Sacramento 
Together.” The most visible part of its new campaign is a series of five messages on eight billboards in Sacramen-
to County. They urge victims of slave labor or sex trafficking to seek help through a phone number or website. 
Sacramento Police Deputy Chief Mike Bray says law enforcement needs victims and the community to report 
sex trafficking. “Just two days ago, detectives -some of our detectives assigned to the FBI’s Innocent Lost Task 
Force- were in the Bay Area recovering a young woman who had been taken from Sacramento months earlier 
and she had been moved from city to city and state to state. Collaboration and coordinating information is going 
to be key reducing crime and recovering victims.” The organizations provide many different services including   
mental health treatment for underage victims, and a new court diversion program for adult women arrested for 
sex crimes. Others focus on finding victims. And, there’s prosecution of the traffickers. The Sacramento County 
District Attorney’s office has filed two dozen human trafficking cases in the past year. 

http://www.centerforpublicpolicy.org
http://www.centerforpublicpolicy.org
http://www.htcourts.org
www.htcourts.org
www.htcourts.org
http://www.capradio.org/articles/2015/06/04/sacramento-launches-new-anti-human-trafficking-campaign/

