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Chicago Daily Herald
Cook County Establishes Diversion Program for Prostitution Defendants (May 29): Some defendants facing 
prostitution charges in Cook County could avoid jail time under a new court diversion program focusing on 
addiction treatment, counseling and other services. The program, announced Friday by Cook County State’s 
Attorney Anita Alvarez, involves what’s called “deferred prosecution” in the Chicago Prostitution and Traf-
ficking Intervention Court, or CPTIC. If a defendant completes certain requirements, prosecutors will dismiss 
the charges. Defendants who decline the program or fail to finish it will have the option of pleading guilty and 
entering treatment as an alternative to incarceration. The goal, according to the state’s attorney’s office, is to 
reduce jail overcrowding and address substance abuse issues prevalent among women engaged in prostitution. A 
defendant’s criminal background will determine participation in the program, which will be at the Cook County 
Domestic Violence Courthouse at 555 W. Harrison St., Chicago. The initiative is the first of its kind to address 
the issue since the General Assembly approved eliminating felony prostitution charges under Illinois law last 
year. People working in the sex trade may come to court as defendants, but they are also victims, said Chief Cook 
County Circuit Judge Timothy C. Evans, who ordered the establishment of the new court.

Indianapolis Star
Sex Trafficking Expected to Spike During Indy 500 Weekend (May 21): Experts say young girls will be brought 
to central Indiana this weekend and sold for sex. The combination of large crowds, a party atmosphere and an 
event that caters mostly to men is when sex trafficking spikes. However, the Indiana Attorney General’s office is 
fighting back though an awareness campaign titled, “Indiana’s Not Buying It.” “The average age of death for those 
used in commercial sex is 34. The number one cause of death is homicide,” said Abigail Kuzma, assistant attorney 
general. Leading up to the race, leaders in the Attorney General’s Office have gone to hotels and businesses near 
the track to pass out information regarding the sex trade. Hotels were given helpful tips to be on the look out for 
and how to identify a questionable situation. The campaign also consists of several billboards and a public ser-
vice announcement featuring Ed Carpenter, one of IndyCar’s premier drivers. Kuzma expects to see a rise in the 
number of commercial sex adds this weekend on websites. In fact, during the Final Four in April, there were well 
over 100 advertisements per day on the website–well above the average, according to Kuzma. 

News and Tribune
Indiana AG Praises Legislation Passed to Thwart Human Trafficking (May 21): Indiana lawmakers are taking aim 
at human trafficking resulting from the state’s commercial sex industry. Attorney General Greg Zoeller and state 
Sen. Erin Houchin, R-Salem, held a media conference in the Clark County Government Building on Thursday 
morning to thank the legislators who helped pass the bill during the most recent legislative session. Houchin, 
an author of the bill, said the issue affects those in large cities and rural areas. The legislation will provide law 
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enforcement, exclusively the Indiana Excise Police, with needed tools, Houchin said, and allow prosecutors to 
initiate civil forfeiture of property used to facilitate human trafficking. After property is seized and sold, 80 per-
cent of the funding goes toward a Human Trafficking Prevention and Victims’ Assistance Fund and 20 percent is 
allocated to the office of the prosecutor where the crime was being committed. 

New York Times
House Sends Human Trafficking Bill to President’s Desk (May 20): The House overwhelmingly approved the 
Senate’s much debated human trafficking bill on Tuesday, sending legislation that stalled in the Senate for six 
weeks to President Obama’s desk with little fanfare. Approved in a 420-to-3 vote, the bill — intended to increase 
penalties for perpetrators and support for victims — moved quickly through the House under a procedure that 
prevents amendments from being added on the floor. What went largely unnoticed is that some advocates think 
the legislation falls short, failing to address the roots of trafficking. Sarah Jakiel, the chief programs officer at Po-
laris Project, which advocates for trafficking victims, said it was important to help homeless young people, who 
are more susceptible to being trafficked, especially those who are gay, bisexual or transgender. “Successful efforts 
to combat modern slavery must address the root causes that make people vulnerable in the first place,” Ms. Jakiel 
said in a statement Wednesday. “Until critical funding is reauthorized through the Runaway and Homeless Youth 
Trafficking Prevention Act to support critical services, such as shelter beds for homeless kids, this population will 
face increased risk.” That bill, which provides outreach, housing and other services, expired in 2013 and did not 
get the 60 votes it needed in the Senate to pass as an amendment to the trafficking bill. Senator Susan Collins, the 
Maine Republican who introduced the reauthorization measure along with Senator Patrick J. Leahy, Democrat 
of Vermont, and has been one of the issue’s most devoted champions, has vowed to find a way to pass it. Moving 
past the disagreement over a provision that would block money in a victims’ fund from being used to pay for 
abortions, the Senate passed the bill, 99 to 0, in April after party leaders agreed to split the fund. Though money 
for health care would be subject to an existing ban on using federal money to pay for abortions, many victims 
would be able to obtain abortions in cases of rape.

WDSU News
Fight Against  Human Trafficking Continues in Louisiana, Nation’s Capital (May 13): The fight against human 
trafficking is front and center in Louisiana and on Capitol Hill, and now there is a movement that aims to protect 
victims. State leaders say human trafficking is happening in our area more than most people are aware. The Lou-
isiana State Police reports growing numbers of human trafficking in the state. In 2014, troopers investigated nine 
cases, and this year 10 cases were opened. Trooper Melissa Matey said the increasing numbers are one reason 
the LSP’s special victims unit was created a year and a half ago. There are several places that victims of human 
trafficking can go for help. One of them is the Covenant House in New Orleans, open 24hours a day. Executive 
director James Kelley said victims are often all around us. One recent study from Loyola University, the Modern 
Slavery Research Project, looked at human trafficking victims at the Covenant House. According to the study, 
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14 percent of residents are victims of some form of human trafficking. Eleven percent had been trafficking for 
sex and 5 percent for labor. It also found that two people had been trafficking for labor and sex. On Capitol Hill, 
there is a small victory in the fight against human trafficking. Lawmakers recently passed legislation to create 
a fund to benefit victims. The money would come from fines paid by people convicted of human trafficking 
crimes. The bill, supported in part by Louisiana freshman Sen. Bill Cassidy, will train professionals, including 
doctors, to identify victims and get help for them. Lawmakers passed the legislation after a lengthy stall between 
Republicans and Democrats over language in the Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act of 2015. 

The Post and Courier
Human Trafficking Bill OK’d, but Advocates Fear it Targets Victims (May 12): A bid by the South Carolina 
Legislature and the state’s attorney general to give prosecutors more tools to lock up human traffickers is nearly 
across the finish line, but a prominent advocate is worried the measure could be used to target victims as well. 
The House joined the Senate on Tuesday in passing a measure that would allow the state grand jury to prosecute 
such criminal enterprises as prostitution rings, often referred to as modern-day slavery. The state grand jury has 
broad investigative powers across county lines, and Attorney General Alan Wilson has argued that it is a tool 
prosecutors need to lock up human traffickers. “The state grand jury is the most powerful investigative tool we 
have,” Wilson wrote in a January Post and Courier op-ed. “Human trafficking crimes often cross county lines as 
victims are often trafficked through various parts of the state. Utilizing this resource would allow us to expand 
our capabilities in terms of prosecuting these criminals and identifying trafficking rings and other cases across 
the state.” Wilson has said it isn’t clear how big the trafficking problem is but it happens “every day.” The state 
grand jury typically investigates complex narcotics cases, public corruption and election fraud. Laura Hudson, 
executive director of the S.C. Crime Victims’ Council, said the House version stripped a key provision from the 
original Senate bill — protecting someone’s sexual history from being used against them. She said in an interview 
that victims forced into prostitution could be unfairly charged if evidence of their sexual history is allowed in 
court. Hudson said she is pushing lawmakers to include the language in the final bill when differences are hashed 
out. Wilson has also pushed for allowing the attorney general greater independence in using the state grand jury. 
That bill has been passed by the Senate and is being considered in the House.

Baltimore Sun
Baltimore’s Hotel Workers Will Be Trained to Spot Human Trafficking (May 11): Hotel workers would be trained 
on how to spot signs of human trafficking, under a bill the Baltimore City Council approved Monday. The legis-
lation doesn’t dictate the content or amount of training hotels would need to provide workers, but requires the 
city’s Health Department to annually approve the courses. The training is intended to help address both sex and 
labor trafficking. A second, related bill would provide whistle-blower protections for hotel workers who report 
suspected trafficking cases. The bills now goes to Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, who is expected to sign them.
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