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The Baltimore Sun
City Bill Aimed at Spotting Human Trafficking Victims (December 29): Baltimore hotels would be required to 
train their staffs to recognize signs of forced prostitution under proposed legislation that also would prohibit 
rooms from being rented for less than half a day. City Councilman James B. Kraft said the anti-human trafficking 
bill is necessary to combat an “international plague” that Baltimore has a duty to address because of its proximity 
to the heavily traveled Interstate 95 corridor. Police say they have received some reports of human trafficking in 
South and Southeast Baltimore. But because the crime is hard to track, law enforcement officials don’t know how 
widespread it might be. Kraft’s proposal could provide another avenue for finding people who force others — 
often children and immigrants here illegally — to have sex for money or provide slave labor, federal officials say. 
The majority of council has signed on to the bill. Rod J. Rosenstein, the U.S. attorney for Maryland, said training 
hotel staff will mean extra eyes on the lookout for human trafficking victims. His office has prosecuted 60 people 
across the state on human trafficking charges since 2009, including two in Baltimore. Rosenstein said Baltimore 
could be a destination for human traffickers because cities with busy airports and tourist attractions, such as 
stadiums and casinos, are a draw for the illegal activity. 

For HT Victims, State Offers ‘A New Beginning’ (December 8): A 2011 Maryland state law that allows victims 
of human trafficking to have prostitution records cleared. Erasing these types of records is part of a nationwide 
shift by law enforcement, legislators and attorneys, acknowledging that many people who engage in prostitution 
are victims of human trafficking, meaning they were coerced or forced into the criminal act. Maryland was the 
second state to pass this type of law — after New York — but since 2011 the measures have gained momentum 
nationally. Today, 18 other states have similar laws, said Britanny Vanderhoof, policy counsel for the Polaris Proj-
ect, a national organization that fights human trafficking and advocates for victims. Maryland officials were early 
supporters of the concept, but the law initially lacked publicity and “boots on the ground” — attorneys trained to 
help these types of clients, said Emerson, a former social worker. Criminal convictions block people’s chances of 
finding jobs and housing, say supporters of vacatur laws. Clearing the criminal record also helps ease the self-
blame that many trafficking survivors internalize, Emerson said. Vacatur of a conviction is different from having 
a record expunged, in that a vacatur means the court declares that the conviction never should have happened, 
said Emerson, whose work on the issue is funded by Equal Justice Works, a nonprofit organization that promotes 
public-service law. The legal community is increasingly showing its support for the idea. Last year, the American 
Bar Association adopted a resolution urging lawmakers to adopt vacatur laws for human-trafficking victims, and 
urged legal service providers to develop pro bono programs to help them.

The Oregonian
Funding Sometimes Lags for Sex-Trafficking Victims (December 29): As awareness of America’s sex-trafficking 
industry increases, state after state has enacted new laws to combat it. But while a few have backed those get-
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tough laws with significant funding to support trafficking victims, many have not. In Michigan, for example, a 
cluster of legislators beamed with pride as Gov. Rick Snyder recently signed a package of 21 anti-trafficking bills. 
For a state ranked by advocacy groups as woefully behind in addressing the problem, the package was touted as 
a huge step forward, making Michigan, in Snyder’s words, “one of the leading states in fighting this tragic crime.” 
Yet the bills contained virtually no new funding, even though a high-powered state commission had reported 
a serious lack of support services and specialized housing for victims. National advocacy groups such as the 
Polaris Project and Shared Hope International say relatively few states — Minnesota and Florida are notable 
exceptions — have appropriated substantial funding to support victims with shelter, mental-health services and 
life-skills training. Without such services, advocates say, many victims are less useful as witnesses against their 
traffickers and more vulnerable to being forced or lured back to the sordid underworld that exploited them.

Northeast Public Radio
Human Trafficking Guidebook Aims to Educate Healthcare Provider (December 18): The Massachusetts Medical 
Society has published a guidebook for healthcare providers on how to identify, assess and respond to victims of 
human trafficking. The 44-page guidebook is the result of a three-year research collaboration between Massachu-
setts General Hospital and the state’s medical society. The senior author is Dr. Wendy Macias-Konstantopoulos, 
medical director of Mass General’s Human Trafficking Initiative and chair of the medical society’s Committee 
on Violence Intervention and Prevention. She says healthcare providers are some of the only people who come 
in contact with and are able to provide help for victims. Aside from physical indicators, the guidebook provides 
what’s called a human rights focused and trauma informed approach for identifying trafficking victims. Alpert 
says it puts patients in the driver’s seat, allowing them to answer the questions they want to without fear. Aside 
from physical indicators, the guidebook provides what’s called a human rights focused and trauma informed ap-
proach for identifying trafficking victims. Alpert says it puts patients in the driver’s seat, allowing them to answer 
the questions they want to without fear.

Georgia Public Broadcasting
Georgia Senator Backs Immunity For Human Trafficking Victims (December 15): A Georgia lawmaker wants 
child victims of sex trafficking to be immune from prosecution. State Sen. Renee Unterman of Buford says she 
pre-filed the bill last week and is working with prosecutors’ associations on their concerns. The bill follows Geor-
gia’s 2011 effort to crack down on human trafficking using stricter punishment for offenders. Unterman says any-
one under the age of 18 deserves a chance to get help and should not be punished. She says critics may claim the 
bill legalizes prostitution but says it punishes the “real criminals.” It also would create a fund to help victims pay 
for health care, housing and other services. An appointed commission would manage that effort. Higher fines for 
people convicted of human trafficking would go into the fund.
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World Health Organization
A Public Health Approach to Human Trafficking (December 10): Under the name “Assumptions and Policy 
Responses to Human Trafficking”, the Austrian Regional Implementation Initiative on Preventing & Combating 
Human Trafficking has brought key stakeholders together to discuss the current status and future challenges for 
the fight against human trafficking. Organized under the auspices of the Austrian Federal Minister for Transport, 
Innovation and Technology, and the Governor of Styria, the dialogue forum took placed in Vienna, Austria, in 
November 2014. Participants included national experts on human trafficking, university professors and research-
ers, staff from the Untied Nation Office on Drugs and Crimes and staff from the WHO/Europe project Public 
Health Aspects of Migration in Europe (PHAME). The discussions focused on the assessment of the current 
efforts in this area of work, structured according to the “4P” paradigm for combating human trafficking. This in-
cludes prevention, protection, prosecution and partnership practices. Many voices pointed out that the historical 
focus on strengthening the law framework for prosecution was not enough and that new angles and approaches 
are needed. Human trafficking is highly interconnected to forced migration, as many migrants are exploited after 
leaving their countries of origin. The work of the WHO Regional Office for Europe on the Public Health Aspects 
of Migration (PHAME) project aims to promote migrants’ health and migrant-sensitive policies in countries. 
Migration movements comprise a wide range of populations, being victims of human trafficking in an especially 
vulnerable situation. Victims of this crime frequently suffer physical, sexual and emotional violence by the crime 
perpetrators. They are exposed to different forms of health hazards due to the living and working conditions, 
sexually transmitted infections or mental health problems such as post-traumatic stress disorder. The response to 
this phenomenon requires a multidisciplinary approach. In this response, public health professionals play a key 
role in early-interventions, identifying victims as well as individuals in a potential situation to become victims of 
human trafficking, and addressing their immediate, medium and long-term health needs. 

NBC Montana
Montana DOJ Works With State Groups to Ramp Up Human Trafficking Awareness (December 7): Montana 
state officials are ramping up their efforts to make the public aware of the human trafficking problem in Mon-
tana. On Sunday morning, Montana Attorney General Tim Fox helped unveil the state’s first ever anti-trafficking 
semi-truck sign. The sign was revealed at the first Annual Run for Freedom, a 5K to raise money for the Montana 
Anti-Human Trafficking Project. Montana state officials are ramping up their efforts to make the public aware 
of the human trafficking problem in Montana. On Sunday morning, Montana Attorney General Tim Fox helped 
unveil the state’s first ever anti-trafficking semi-truck sign. The sign was revealed at the first Annual Run for Free-
dom, a 5K to raise money for the Montana Anti-Human Trafficking Project. The Montana Department of Justice 
will introduce a bill in the upcoming Legislative Session to help revise Montana’s human trafficking laws, in order 
to make them more streamlined with the “Uniform Human Trafficking Law.” 
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University of Texas-Austin
Texas Slavery Mapping Project Will Address Human Trafficking in Texas (December 4): The scope of human 
trafficking in modern-day Texas will be charted by researchers working on the Texas Slavery Mapping Project, 
a new two-year initiative funded by a $500,000 state grant to help prevent exploitation and to care for survivors. 
The project’s first year will involve gathering existing data from sources across Texas such as district attorneys 
and local law enforcement, and from state and national anti-trafficking advocate organizations. During the first 
year, the team also plans to catalog available services for trafficking survivors in Texas, including legal advice, 
shelters, counseling and job-skill development. The second year will be spent mapping slavery in several key 
regions of the state and conducting an economic analysis of the tangible and human costs of the crime. “The 
project will fill a critical gap in the research,” said Noël Busch-Armendariz, director of IDVSA at The University 
of Texas at Austin’s School of Social Work and principal investigator on the project. “By expanding our shared 
knowledge about modern slavery in Texas and assessing the success of existing programs, the project will give 
policymakers and practitioners the information needed to improve legislation and on-the-ground initiatives that 
prevent exploitation and provide care for survivors.”

Washington Post
Pope Francis Joins Other Faith Leaders to Demand An End to Human Trafficking (December 2): Pope Fran-
cis and religious leaders from Jewish, Muslim, Hindu and other faiths came together at the Vatican on Tuesday 
(Dec. 2) to call for an end to slavery by 2020. The leaders said it was a “human and moral imperative” to wipe out 
human trafficking, forced labor, prostitution and organ trafficking. “Modern slavery ... fails to respect the funda-
mental conviction that all people are equal and have the same freedom and dignity,” the joint statement said. “We 
pledge ourselves here today to do all in our power, within our faith communities and beyond, to work together 
for the freedom of all those who are enslaved and trafficked so that their future may be restored.” The pope has 
spoken out many times against slavery and human trafficking, and in his address Tuesday he stressed the right of 
every human being to freedom and dignity. 

Reuters
“New Abolitionist” Anti-Slavery Campaign Launches in NY – TRFN (December 2): A coalition of more than 
120 leaders in business, government, media, the arts and human rights on Tuesday launched a campaign to end 
human slavery and trafficking in New York State. The so-called “New York’s New Abolitionists” programme, 
designed to raise awareness through a travelling exhibit of individual photo portraits of the group, includes a 
number of prominent New Yorkers. The initiative was conceived by Sanctuary for Families, New York’s largest 
provider of services for survivors of domestic violence and sex trafficking, and the New York State Anti-Traffick-
ing Coalition, an umbrella group of more than 140 anti-trafficking organisations. Part of the campaign, which 
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includes educational and social media components, will push for passage of the Trafficking Victims Protection 
and Justice Act which will be reintroduced in the New York State legislature in January. The act would make sex 
trafficking a violent felony, raise the penalty for labour trafficking, clarify that sex trafficking victims should not 
be criminalised or convicted of prostitution and establish that the sex trafficking of children is a coercive crime.
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