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WLTX 19
South Carolina Attorney General Wants New Law to Fight Human Trafficking (January 6): South Carolina 
Attorney General Alan Wilson is calling on state lawmakers to pass a new law to fight human trafficking in the 
state. “We have a human trafficking problem in South Carolina. It is very real. Modern-day slavery is alive and 
well here in our state,” he told reporters at the Statehouse Tuesday. The bill he wants lawmakers to pass would 
give the state grand jury the power to investigate human trafficking cases. Now, while human traffickers cross 
city, county, and state lines, investigators can work only on the crimes that happen within their jurisdictions. 
Wilson says there’s no accurate number available for how big the problem is in South Carolina. The State Law 
Enforcement Division says it just started keeping track of human trafficking cases last year and is still confirming 
the numbers, so they don’t have any they can release right now. Wilson says, “I believe the problem is far greater 
than we’re aware of, which is why once we have the ability to use the grand jury it’s going to be like pulling back 
layers and you’re going to see thousands of roaches. It’s just going to be thousands of these people.” Sen. Brad 
Hutto, D-Orangeburg, is sponsoring the Senate bill. He says most of the victims are young girls and boys from 
here in South Carolina. 

Arizona Republic
Billboards Aim to Stop Human Trafficking (January 7): The fight against human trafficking will get a visible 
boost in the Valley for the next eight weeks with a campaign that seeks to raise awareness about the problem 
by placing dozens of billboards in the Phoenix metro area. The 60 billboards are designed to take advantage of 
the notoriety of the upcoming Super Bow; by alerting the community that the crime exists, said Bradley Myles, 
CEO of Polaris, an anti-sex trafficking group that has partnered with the McCain Institute and Clear Channel 
Outdoors in the initiative. The narrative that women and girls are being forced into commercial sex at the Su-
per Bowl in unprecedented numbers has been debunked by researchers who have said there is no evidence that 
shows there is a significant rise in sex trafficking over what occurs any other day. While human-trafficking can 
be found during the Super Bowl, it is a problem that is present 365 days of the year, Myles said. Phoenix Mayor 
Greg Stanton said the issue is one that should concern everyone, not just law enforcement, and the collaboration 
between non-profits and businesses on the billboard effort is a good example of that. 

Bismark Tribune
Native Americans Populations ‘Hugely at Risk’ to Sex Trafficking (January 5): As the Fort Berthold Indian Reser-
vation reels from the impacts of producing a third of North Dakota’s oil, the reservation must add human traf-
ficking to its list of increasing hazards. The Three Affiliated Tribes are implementing a new tribal law designed 
to combat human trafficking at Fort Berthold. Victim advocates and leaders of tribal nations in neighboring 
Minnesota and South Dakota worry about reports of American Indian women and girls being trafficked to the 
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Bakken. Since 2010, Indian girls in Minnesota have reported to service providers that family members or friends 
have tried to talk them into going to North Dakota. Erma Vizenor, chairman of the White Earth reservation in 
western Minnesota, said sex trafficking of women and girls has been a concern there for a long time, and the 
proximity of North Dakota’s oil boom adds to that concern. The White Earth DOVE Program (Down On Vi-
olence Everyday) has identified 17 adult victims of sex trafficking last year, said Jodie Sunderland, community 
advocacy coordinator. The DOVE program received funding through the Minnesota Safe Harbor law and is con-
necting Indian youth who are victims of sexual exploitation with services. The efforts will include collaborations 
with Red Lake and Leech Lake reservations in northwest Minnesota. The vulnerability of Indian populations 
to become victims of sex trafficking, particularly at Fort Berthold with the impacts of the oil boom, is a major 
concern, U.S. Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., said. A recent law change will allow the tribal court to prosecute hu-
man trafficking cases that don’t rise to the level of being charged in U.S. District Court. The law is called Loren’s 
Law in memory of Loren White Horne, a behavioral health specialist from Fort Berthold who used to deal with 
sexual abuse and sexual assault cases on the reservation. White Horne was a driving force behind raising aware-
ness about trafficking and working toward a new law before she died in a vehicle accident in 2013, said Snyder, 
who continued her work. The law also requires defendants to pay for any expenses incurred by the victim, such 
as drug abuse treatment.

North Dakota Seeks to Decriminalize Prostitution for Minors (January 7): Juveniles who engage in commer-
cial sex in North Dakota would be considered victims and not face punishment under a new bill drafted for 
introduction at the 2015 state Legislature. Under that same bill, adults convicted of sex trafficking would face 
increased penalties. If approved, North Dakota would join a growing number of states with “Safe Harbor” laws 
decriminalizing prostitution for minors. FUSE, North Dakota’s anti-sex trafficking coalition, will focus this legis-
lative session on educating people about what the law means, said Christina Sambor, project coordinator for the 
coalition. Legislators and others should understand that the proposal is not a broad legalization of prostitution, 
Sambor said, but aims to help authorities and advocates rescue children who have been lured or coerced into 
prostitution while increasing pressure on adults who exploit them. The proposed change to North Dakota law, 
which will be introduced by the state Uniform Law Commission, is more comprehensive than the state’s current 
statutes against human trafficking, said South Central Judicial District Judge Gail Hagerty, a member of the com-
mission.

The Columbus Dispatch
Ohio Making Progress in Combating Human Trafficking (January 16): Ohio’s putting up a better fight against 
sex-trafficking, but Franklin County Municipal Judge Paul M. Herbert prefers another benchmark: women put-
ting their lives back together. Herbert, creator of the specialty CATCH Court for women facing prostitution-re-
lated charges, said at an Ohio Human Trafficking Awareness Day event yesterday that he saw in the audience 
several women he had previously seen in his court. So far, 20 women have “graduated” from the demanding, 
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two-year probation program. A handful of Ohio elected officials, including state Rep. Teresa Fedor, D-Toledo, 
have been working for nearly a decade to change the law and culture to help women and girls forced against their 
will into prostitution. Ohio once had some of the weakest human-trafficking laws in the nation, but now it has 
some of the strongest, according to the Polaris Project, an international trafficking organization. Human traf-
ficking affects an estimated 1,000 Ohio children annually, with 3,000 more at risk, according to the Ohio Human 
Trafficking Task Force. The state’s progress made headlines Wednesday when local, state and federal officials 
raided four locations in Powell, Worthington and Columbus. They rescued 18 women, most of whom speak little 
or no English, who had apparently been trafficked to provide sex services for massage-parlor customers. The 
women worked, ate, slept and lived at the massage parlors, authorities said. All are considered key signs of sex 
trafficking. 

U.S. News and World Report
How Big Data Battles Human Trafficking (January 14): Big data and human rights organizations are teaming up 
in the fight against human trafficking. As the world becomes ever more connected, the Web is becoming both a 
dangerous outlet for traffickers seeking to exploit vulnerable populations and an archive of information that ac-
tivists and officials can use to disrupt predatory networks. Across the world, social media is used as a tool to lure 
minors into sex trafficking. A Chicago-area man, for example, was accused of recruiting minors over Facebook, 
posting their pictures in an online ad for escort services and ensnaring them in prostitution. Big data have re-
vealed insights that help organizations better gear its outreach campaigns to victims. For instance, by identifying 
truck stops that have become hot spots for forced prostitution, advocates know where to advertise the hotline, 
can instruct truck stop operators on how to spot the warning signs of trafficking and can urge them to increase 
security. Activists also can promote law enforcement approaches that are backed up by hard data to better ad-
dress the problem. Being able to identify the scope of sex exploitation occurring around an event like the Super 
Bowl, for example, can help determine how much law enforcement should be present, as well as other preventive 
measures. Other groups examine the point at which vulnerable populations – those in impoverished, conflict- or 
disaster-prone areas – are entering pipelines that may lead to forced labor. By studying workers’ interactions with 
recruiting companies, one can “start identifying information about those organizations, who they’re serving and 
what the other end of that situation looks like,” says Ryan Paterson, founder and CEO of technology company 
IST Research. His company has worked with various organizations to understand commercial sex exploitation 
and is now analyzing data associated with forced and bonded labor.  

LA Times
D.A.’s Sex Trafficking Unit Shows Success in Putting Pimps Away (January 20): L os Angeles County prosecutors 
say a new human trafficking unit has helped them get tougher on pimps. During a news conference outside her 
office Tuesday, Dist. Atty. Jackie Lacey issued a message for gang members, who she said are increasingly forcing 
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women and children into sex work. “We will loosen your grip on these girls,” Lacey said. “Your days of making 
money from the sexual exploitation of runaways and homeless youth are numbered.” The unit created in July 
has already resulted in more charges, more convictions and longer sentences for pimps, Lacey said. Among the 
cases the new unit has handled are several that resulted in lengthy prison sentences. The district attorney’s office 
said the unit’s work led to the convictions last year of Lebrette Winn, 23, who was sentenced to 47 years to life for 
human trafficking and rape; James Junior Conley, 37, who forced a 15-year-old into prostitution and was sen-
tenced to 36 years; and Rufus McNeely, 37, who was sentenced to 23 years to life for luring a 16-year-old Oak-
land girl from her home and forcing her into prostitution in L.A., San Bernardino and Ventura counties. In 2013, 
the district attorney’s office filed 28 human trafficking charges against pimps. In 2014, county prosecutors filed 75 
charges. 

Time 
Republican House Takes Aim at Human Trafficking Again (January 27): Several bills passed the House of Repre-
sentatives this week to combat human trafficking worldwide. Between Monday and Tuesday, a total of 12 biparti-
san bills attacking the issue from all angles—from the demand for sex trafficking to the welfare system’s response 
to victims—passed the Republican-controlled House. Many of the bills that passed Tuesday had passed the 
House during the 113th Congress, but didn’t get voted on in the Senate. Republicans are hopeful that will change 
this time around. “Though last year many of these same bills got stuck in the Senate, for the sake of all those 
affected by human trafficking, I’m hopeful that these bills will be passed through the Senate, sent to the Presi-
dent’s desk, and finally become law,” said House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy. A total of 13 bills focused on 
trafficking passed the House last session and one, the Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act, 
was signed into law last September. The bills were lauded by lawmakers from both sides of the aisle as important 
steps toward ending the practice, seen across the globe as a modern form of slavery. Bills on the issue of human 
trafficking have also been introduced in the Senate, including a bill from Sens. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and Di-
anne Feinstein (D-Calif.) called the Combat Human Trafficking Act, aimed at those who engage in sex acts with 
victims of trafficking. The bill, introduced Jan. 8, would also ramp up law enforcement efforts to investigate and 
prosecute buyers and increase victim services. In a statement to TIME, Sen. Portman called human trafficking 
the “human rights cause of our time.” 

Baltimore Sun
Conference Puts a Spotlight on Human Trafficking in Maryland (January 31): The Maryland Freedom Confer-
ence, held at Towson University targeted average citizens, instead of most human trafficking events in the state, 
which have been directed toward law enforcement, social workers and others who work directly with the issue. 
Organizers of Saturday’s event wanted to teach members of the community how to recognize potential human 
trafficking cases. More attention has been paid to human trafficking in Maryland since 2007, when the General 
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Assembly beefed up laws and a state task was formed to help identify and rescue victims and prosecute perpetra-
tors. Because it is a largely hidden epidemic, it is unclear how many victims exist. Members of the Maryland Hu-
man Trafficking Task Force victim service subcommittee assisted 217 victims of trafficking in 2013, according to 
the group’s website. Federal law enforcement officers who work with the group have arrested 94 human traffick-
ers since January 2013, and there have been 23 federal trafficking prosecutions since then. Maryland is a hot spot 
for trafficking because of its central eastern location and access to interstate highways. It is also close to airports 
and U.S. embassies and is popular with tourists. It is not uncommon for people to set up sex rings targeted at big 
events like football games and concerts. At the conference they gave tips on what to look for. Possible signs of hu-
man trafficking include a person who seems to be afraid of a boss or relative they are living with or who doesn’t 
have identification and never seems to have money. Another sign is a boss or relative who seems to control when 
someone comes and goes.
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