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San Francisco Chronicle
Georgia Included in Human Trafficking Training Program (July 31): Officials from the Department of Health 
and Human Services say they’re launching a training program to improve services offered to human trafficking 
victims. Officials say the National Center for Primary Care at the Morehouse School of Medicine is one of five 
facilities where the training program titled Stop, Observe, Ask and Respond will be offered. The program is being 
administered by the department’s Office on Women’s Health and Office of Minority Health. Officials say the pro-
gram will educate health care professionals about human trafficking and help participants identify and respond 
effectively to potential victims. Department of Health and Human Services officials say a study of more than 100 
human trafficking survivors showed nearly 88 percent had contact with one or more health care professionals 
while they were being exploited.

New Initiative to Help ER Workers Spot Trafficking (July 25): Emergency room doctors and nurses are often the 
only contact victims of human trafficking have with the outside world, Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi said 
Friday while launching an initiative aimed to train emergency workers how to identify signs of trafficking. Under 
the plan, emergency room workers will be trained to ask certain questions of people who show signs of being 
trafficked. Those questions run the line of “Who is that person with you?” to “Do you ever feel pressured to do 
something you didn’t want to do?” to “Has anyone approached you asking you to get involved in prostitution?” If 
the suspicions are confirmed, the emergency workers are encouraged to separate the victim from anyone accom-
panying them and contact a national trafficking hotline to report the case. Florida ranks No. 3 in the nation for 
number of calls to a national trafficking hotline, according to state officials, and the emergency room initiative 
is believed to be the first of its kind in the nation. Signs of trafficking include lacking identification or a fixed 
address, a reluctance to explain the nature of an accident, an accompanying person who tries to speak on their 
behalf, signs of bruising, cuts or burns and medical complications from untreated sexually transmitted diseases. 
The emergency room initiative is only the latest efforts by the Attorney General’s Office and state lawmakers to 
counter human and sex trafficking in Florida.

Washington Post
Trafficking Bust Reveals Worries Over Missing Kids (July 31): The 168 juveniles recovered last month during an 
FBI child sex trafficking bust included some kids who had never been reported missing, a population that law 
enforcement encounters often and that child welfare advocates say they’re especially concerned about. It’s hard to 
quantify the problem, especially since some children who are feared missing turn up after a few hours or aren’t 
gone for long enough to raise concerns from guardians. But advocates say the recent roundup and others like 
it reinforces the need for a standardized approach to report children as missing — especially those absent from 
state foster care systems who are most vulnerable to abuse. State and federal efforts are underway to streamline 
how police are alerted when kids go missing. The current patchwork of state and federal policies has yielded 
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what advocates describe as a fractured safety net with little accountability. Though states may have policies 
directing child welfare agencies to report missing children to law enforcement, most don’t have laws requiring 
that notification, according to the missing children center. That means children can disappear without police 
knowing they’re missing or being directed to look for them. The missing children center says it received more 
than 57,000 missing-child reports between 2009 and 2013, many of them considered endangered runaways. 
The center says 1 out of 7 endangered runaways reported to the center last year were likely child sex trafficking 
victims. And of the children reported missing to the organization last year who were also likely sex trafficking 
victims, about two-thirds were in the care of child welfare systems when they ran away. Some children who are 
feared missing turn up after just a few hours. In some cases, children involved in sex trafficking leave their homes 
to meet their pimps for work and then return before their absence is noticed. In a transient child welfare system, 
where caseworkers often lament heavy caseloads, it’s a challenge for states to keep perfect track of children under 
their care. Many run away repeatedly but return on their own, giving guardians little incentive to report them 
missing each time. The Internet enables children to be prostituted through online advertisements instead of 
street corners, making it easier than ever for trafficking to cross state lines. About one-third of the kids rescued 
in the most recent Operation Cross Country had previously been reported missing, Osborn said.

LA Times
Prostitute Tortured, Held Captive in OC Motels for Days (July 30): A group of kidnappers tortured a prostitute in 
Costa Mesa and Westminster motel rooms for about a week before officers were able to free her, authorities said 
Tuesday. Police said they found the 26-year-old woman bruised and burned Monday evening in a motel room 
on Newport Boulevard in Costa Mesa. She had been held against her will while her kidnappers intermittently 
beat her or pressed hot glass drug pipes against her skin, police said. She was taken Monday to Hoag Hospital in 
Newport Beach and then transferred to a women’s shelter, the Daily Pilot reported. Officers found the woman at 
the motel with Renice Stevenson Flores-Davis, a 26-year-old Costa Mesa man, and Cierra Rose Thompson, 27, 
of Oregon, police said. Both were arrested on suspicion of human trafficking. She and her family were threatened 
with death if she tried to escape, and at one point, she was severely burned with an iron, police said. Last week, 
Westminster police told other local law enforcement officials that they were looking for Flores-Davis in connec-
tion with a human-trafficking case. They had been told he was holding a woman at a motel, but when officers got 
there, it was too late, police said. All three suspects could face charges of kidnapping, mayhem, torture, human 
trafficking and conspiracy, police said.
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