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I. Purpose of Educational Programs on Human Trafficking  

Courts need to increase awareness about the dynamics involved in human trafficking and how these 
dynamics might alter case processing and the infrastructure needed to support more effective case 
processing.  Increasing awareness about human trafficking should include clarifying:

OO the types of commercial sex and labor trafficking and their prevalence nationally and in particular 
jurisdictions;

OO the characteristics, dynamics, and individual and societal consequences of human trafficking; 

OO approaches to addressing human trafficking and the implications of various approaches on the 
courts and the work of judges and court personnel;

OO the needs of human trafficking victims and how those needs are similar to and differ from the 
needs of other victims typically seen in courts;

OO how to link trafficking victims with appropriate services;

OO how judicial ethics might affect trafficking-involved case processing;

OO the effective use of specialty courts, dockets, and other court-focused approaches to trafficking-
involved case processing;

OO how to work with cases where human trafficking victims are also criminal defendants; and

OO the infrastructure required to support effective court and justice system responses to human 
trafficking.

Recognition is growing that human trafficking, for both sex and labor, is a widespread problem in 
the United States.  It is a crime that can be committed against both immigrants and United States 
citizens and against both children and adults.  Human trafficking issues can arise in all types of cases, 
including felony, misdemeanor, juvenile, family, administrative, and civil.  

All 50 states now have state statutes that address human trafficking, and the number of state 
prosecutions of traffickers is likely to increase as human trafficking task forces and local law 
enforcement agencies expand their efforts to combat all forms of trafficking.  Judges and court 
practitioners need to know about these statutes.  Further, as state human trafficking statutes are 
relatively new, prosecutors often prosecute crimes involving human trafficking under alternative 
statutes such as procuring prostitution, unlawful imprisonment, assault, and similar statutes.  Judges 
and court practitioners need to know how to recognize when this type of case may involve a human 
trafficking victim.  

This chapter discusses the education needs of judges and court practitioners to enable them to 
recognize when human trafficking may be occurring, especially in cases where the trafficker is 
prosecuted under a different statute, and what options they have to assist the victims.  It includes the 
following sections:

OO Purpose of Educational Programs on Human Trafficking;

OO Key Contents of a General Course;

OO Education Tools and Resources; and

OO References and Links.
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Identifying Trafficking Activity and Victims

The educational program should help judges and court practitioners identify the variety of settings 
in which human trafficking can occur, some of which are fairly obvious, but others of which may not 
be as readily recognized.  This includes how human trafficking might appear in a variety of different 
criminal, civil, family, juvenile, dependency, probate, and other types of cases.  

Judges and court practitioners should be aware of some unexpected settings that might involve 
trafficking, including the following:

OO trafficking by family members;

OO trafficking in refugee communities;

OO trafficking associated with civic events that bring in large numbers of people from out of state, 
such as football games, bicycle and car races, conventions, etc.;

OO DUI cases where a trafficker may have forced a victim to drive so the trafficker would not be the 
one arrested if stopped; and

OO activities involving certain licensed businesses, such as massage parlors, nail salons, construction 
companies, agricultural companies, etc.

One issue for judges and court practitioners is when and how to use human trafficking screening 
tools and analytical methods for uncovering possible trafficking issues.  In particular, judges 
and court practitioners may want to know how they can use such tools to analyze an individual’s 
criminal record, employment status, financial capability, residence, living conditions, and ties to the 
community, such as:

OO in minor crimes such as moving violations, thefts, etc., that might be committed by a trafficking 
victim; juvenile delinquency; child abuse and neglect; foster care review; family; debt collection; 
wage disputes; code violations;

OO in bail and release decisions; sentencing; child placement decisions; juvenile diversion decisions; 
juvenile detention decisions; and

OO for defendants charged with prostitution, drug use, 
and other types of crimes commonly associated with 
trafficking or requiring the prosecutor to provide 
the assessment in all cases involving those selected 
crimes.

Judges and court practitioners may need guidance 
on deciding who might administer human trafficking 
screening tools in those circumstances, including: 
judges themselves; other designated court personnel; 
prosecution; probation; pretrial release programs; child 
protection agencies; juvenile diversion programs; or 
human services agencies.



186

Chapter 11   |   Human Trafficking Educational Resources for Judges and Court Practitioners

Assisting Trafficking Victims

The educational program should address possible strategies for judges and court practitioners 
in dealing with human trafficking victims.  For example, judges have indicated that they need 
clarification concerning whether and in what circumstances they may take any of the following 
actions to protect possible human trafficking victims in cases before them:

OO ensure that public defenders are effectively representing people who may be trafficking victims;

OO ensure that prosecutors are taking into account the possibility that a defendant is a trafficking 
victim;

OO appoint a guardian ad litem for a possible victim; and

OO delay accepting a plea and indicate what other issues the judge wants to be considered, 
including asking the prosecutor and defense attorney to address specific questions.

A judge presiding over a case where human trafficking victims may be involved may have to decide 
what steps are appropriate to protect participants in the trial whom the judge has reason to suspect 
may be trafficking victims.  Also, what steps can judges take without violating the code of judicial 
ethics? Judges have indicated that they need guidance on the following questions:

OO What steps may judges take to promote the safety of a suspected trafficking victim?

OO What questions may judges pose to prosecutors, defense counsel, or attorneys for a party to a 
case in open court?

OO What questions may judges ask of a party, victim, witness, prosecutor, or defense attorney in 
chambers?

OO Is it appropriate to meet with a party, victim, witness, prosecutor, or defense attorney privately in 
chambers?

OO What questions may judges ask to reveal signs that the person may be a trafficking victim without 
giving rise to an appearance that the judge has already decided that the person is a trafficking 
victim?

OO May a judge assist an unrepresented or self-represented party, victim, or witness who appears to 
be a trafficking victim?

OO May a judge assist a person charged with a crime who might have a defense of coercion due to a 
trafficker’s victimization?

OO Is it appropriate for a judge to slow down the process in situations that may raise red flags, such 
as an older male posting bail for or seeking guardianship over a younger female? and

OO May a judge take leadership to assure that all participants in the courtroom, including 
prosecutors, defense attorneys, and other court officers, have a common understanding of the 
role that the judge will play in handling cases involving issues of human trafficking?

In addition, judges and court practitioners face a variety of special problems that should be 
considered in developing any educational materials, best practice materials, and other materials to 
assist judges and justice system personnel, including the following.
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OO In high volume misdemeanor courts, the cases move quickly through the courtroom, so judges 
need some quick indicators to identify where trafficking issues may exist if the parties do not raise 
those issues.

OO Trauma tools do not work for people who do not identify themselves as victims.  The tools 
have to focus more on behaviors rather than feelings and be couched in street language.  The 
assessment requires fact-based questions.

OO It may be desirable to have a quick assessment tool for judges and a more detailed assessment 
tool for human service providers.

OO If a possible victim is also a criminal defendant, judges need to recognize when information 
obtained in an assessment may not be privileged, so that the assessment may do more harm than 
good for the victim.

OO The educational program may have to provide information on mental health services, as they 
likely will be involved in child in need of services cases.

Special Concerns Regarding Labor Trafficking

With State Justice Institute grant sponsorship, The National Association of Women Judges (NAWJ) 
has organized and provided full-day programs devoted to human trafficking at its 2013 Mid-Year 
Conference, its 2013 Annual Meeting, and its 2014 Mid-Year Conference.  The 2014 Mid-Year 
Conference was specifically devoted to issues of access to justice for labor trafficking victims and 
identified a list of key topics that should be a part of any education session addressing what state 
judges and court personnel need to know to identify and deal with labor trafficking issues that arise 
in state court cases.

The NAWJ conferences highlighted the fact that labor trafficking is very difficult to identify 
using current justice system-based approaches, and as a result, courts and other justice system 
organizations often are unaware of the presence of labor trafficking victims in their caseloads.  
Further, labor trafficking is both exceedingly profitable and poses relatively little risk to the 
consumers of the benefits of trafficking, and consequently efforts to address trafficking must 
somehow work to minimize the profits and increase the risks to those who gain from trafficking.

The NAWJ sessions highlighted the following key questions that should be addressed in education 
sessions for judges and court personnel on labor trafficking.

OO What are the most important access to justice challenges we face in labor trafficking?

OO What are the types of forums where labor trafficking-involved cases might be present?  How do 
we identify labor trafficking-involved cases in these forums?  Can our efforts be improved?

OO What are the potential overlaps between what administrative boards and commissions do and 
what the state and federal courts do?  Can and should there be more coordination? How might 
coordination occur?

OO What are the features of effective or more promising tools for addressing labor trafficking?  How 
can these tools be improved?

OO How can we improve access to justice for labor trafficking victims?



188

Chapter 11   |   Human Trafficking Educational Resources for Judges and Court Practitioners

Building on those questions, the following is a list of key topics that a labor trafficking program 
should address to meet the needs of state judges and justice system personnel.

OO types, characteristics, and extent of labor trafficking;

OO assumptions and features of various approaches for addressing labor trafficking, including 
criminal law, labor, human rights and public health approaches to human trafficking;

OO scope and features of current U.S. Government efforts to address labor trafficking;

OO special issues for foreign labor trafficking victims;

OO access to justice-related challenges related to labor trafficking and how access to justice for labor 
trafficking victims can be improved;

OO other types of forums where labor trafficking issues may arise, such as safety, labor, health, 
licensing, employment and other administrative and regulatory boards and commissions, and 
how the courts can coordinate with the work of those forums;

OO the most effective established and emerging tools, techniques, methods, strategies, etc., for 
addressing labor trafficking, such as supply chain legislation and enforcement;

OO the most important and effective established and emerging tools for protecting and meeting the 
needs of labor trafficking victims; and

OO additional tools, strategies, approaches, etc., that are needed to better address labor trafficking.

In addition, the educational program could encourage the participants to consider the following 
questions in workshop sessions to start thinking about local action to address labor trafficking.

OO It appears that educators have focused on sex trafficking more heavily than labor trafficking 
although the statistics suggest that labor trafficking is a much bigger problem.  Why might that 
be and more importantly, how might that perception affect a labor trafficking victim’s access to 
justice?

OO Large scale labor trafficking cases such as those involving migrant workers or factory workers 
often involve businesses that are an integral part of a 
region’s economic base.  Are there political or other 
factors that might affect whether labor trafficking 
cases are vigorously investigated and prosecuted?  
How might these barriers be overcome?

OO Victims of human trafficking are in need of a variety 
of services such as immediate and long-term 
housing, trauma-informed care, and sustainable jobs.  
What particular services are most needed by labor 
trafficking victims, and how do they access these 
services?

OO What civil remedies against their trafficker(s) do 
victims of labor trafficking have in state court 
under existing federal or state law?  How can 
the effectiveness of these remedies at getting 
compensation or damages for victims be enhanced?
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Education Strategies

Some strategies for educating judges and court practitioners on ways to address human trafficking 
issues include the following.

OO Include stories and graphic descriptions.  

OO Develop separate educational sessions for each level of court.

OO Education might need to be jurisdiction-based, as the ways in which trafficking appears in the 
courts may differ in different parts of a state.  

OO Include consideration of system-wide issues.  For example, in juvenile cases there is a need 
to coordinate the hand-off of a case from the jurisdiction where guilt is adjudicated to the 
jurisdiction where the disposition is determined and monitored.

OO It may be desirable to have separate sessions for judges, court personnel, public defenders, and 
prosecutors.

OO Education for judges and court practitioners should include what they can do for victims, such as 
referral to services or placements, and what impediments may limit a judge’s options.

OO Education for judges should address the relationships between the courts and the administrative 
agencies that interface with the courts, such as Departments of Licensing, Labor, Secretary of 
State, and Revenue.

OO Educational entities should build local capacity to conduct educational programs on human 
trafficking. 

It might be most effective for a state to work through statewide conferences and educational 
programs, which may be held for different levels of courts in the state.  On the other hand, a state 
might want to present a stand-alone statewide program for all levels of courts in the state.  

For example, the following are recommended components for a general curriculum for judges.  This 
is a starting point for developing courses tailored to the specific needs of individual states.

OO Component 1 – This component is an overview of the forms, dynamics, and approaches to 
addressing human trafficking.  The session presents a framework for understanding the causes 
and effects of human trafficking.  The last section of this chapter contains links to a set of 
information cards produced by the Human Trafficking and the State Courts Collaborative that 
could serve as the basis for this session, in particular the following cards:

OX Definitions, Forms, and Dynamics of Human Trafficking.

OX Approaches to Addressing Human Trafficking.

OX Characteristics of a State Court-Focused Approach to Addressing Human Trafficking.

OX Human Trafficking Assessment and Measurement Framework.

OX Infrastructure Required to Support Courts and Justice Partners in Human Trafficking Cases.
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OO Component 2 – This component covers issues in 
processing human trafficking cases and assisting 
victims.  This part of the educational program would 
be tailored to the specific caseloads of the different 
levels of courts represented in the educational 
programs and could include breakout sessions 
by type of court.  The content could make use of 
scenarios developed through interviews of judges 
from each level of court.  This session would include 
discussions of:

OX types of trafficking situations;

OX strategies for identifying victims;

OX options for assisting victims;

OX safety for victims;

OX victims as criminal defendants;

OX special concerns for immigrant victims;

OX special concerns for juvenile victims; and

OX ethical issues.

II. Contents of a General Course

The National Judicial College (NJC) and its partners drafted the following curriculum for state trial 
judges who will confront these cases.  By the publication date of this curriculum, the collaborative 
will have pilot tested the curriculum in at least seven states.  The collaborative also will have taught 
judges via webcast.  The courses employ group exercises, problem-solving scenarios and cases 
studies.  Participants engage in learning through the application of adult learning principles to assist 
them in understanding the intricacies of the crime of human trafficking. 

This curriculum will assist trial judges in understanding the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA), 
human trafficking in the U.S., state laws regarding human trafficking, perpetrators and victims, 
immigration issues, penalties, sentencing issues, restitution and forfeiture.  With its partners, NJC 
developed the curriculum to be presented in three to five hours, depending upon the faculty 
member’s pace.  Faculty members may customize the material for other timeframes.  The curriculum 
provides a variety of interactive teaching methods to promote higher retention rates.  Faculty 
members can review the resource materials included with the curriculum to give them additional 
background and information.  NJC designed the curriculum for use at a national conference, but a 
presenter can modify it for state or local judicial conferences.  Indeed, as part of the materials on the 
NJC’s Cloud, PowerPoint slides available from a number of previous state-specific presentations are 
available. 
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Overall Learning Objectives 

NJC designed this curriculum as an introductory overview of human trafficking.  Depending upon the 
methods and breadth of presentation, it will take approximately three to five hours to present in its 
entirety.  At the conclusion of the entire curriculum, participants should be able to:

OO define “human trafficking;”

OO analyze human trafficking statutes;

OO apply human trafficking statutes to case studies;

OO identify the prevalence of the crime in the U.S.;

OO differentiate the ways in which domestic victims are trafficked versus international victims;

OO identify state statutory schemes for human trafficking;

OO summarize methods of human traffickers;

OO identify types of human traffickers;

OO describe processes of domestic sex traffickers;

OO identify international recruitment methods of victims;

OO differentiate how traffickers target domestic victims;

OO define why victims do not escape;

OO identify ways that immigrant victims enter the country;

OO differentiate different types of “aliens”;

OO summarize different types of immigration remedies available to victims;

OO identify the federal penalties for peonage, slavery, forced labor and trafficking;

OO summarize sentencing factors that require consideration; 

OO locate resources for assessing the risk of offenders; 
and

OO identify common state restitution and forfeiture 
statutory schemes.
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Module 1: Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA)

This module includes a variety of learning activities including lecture, large group discussions, 
small group discussions (if preferred), quizzes, and case studies.  This module is the largest of the 
curriculum.  It sets forth the federal statutory structure for human trafficking cases and provides the 
opportunity for the participants to apply them to case studies.

Approximate Time for Module 1: Module 1 will take between 1 and 1½ hours, depending upon the amount and types of 
activities used and the presenter’s teaching style.

Module 1 Learning Objectives: At the conclusion of this module, participants will be able to:

OQ define “human trafficking;”

OQ analyze human trafficking statutes; and

OQ apply human trafficking statutes to case studies.

Supporting Documents: In addition to the PowerPoint slides printed three slides per page, the presenter may wish to use the 
following documents found here: http://tinyurl.com/NJC-Human-Trafficking:  

OQ Case Study, Indonesian Laborer

OQ Case Study, Vietnamese Laborer 

OQ Case Study, Guatemalan Sex Worker

Module 2: Human Trafficking in the U.S.

This module includes lectures and a quiz.  In this module, the participants will be able to explore the 
difference between deportability and inadmissibility.  Also, they will learn about permanent bars to 
naturalization.

Approximate Time for Module 2: Module 2 will take between ¼ and ½ hour, depending upon the amount and types of 
activities used and the presenter’s teaching style.

Module 2 Learning Objectives: At the conclusion of this module, participants will be able to:

OQ identify the prevalence of the crime in the U.S.; and 

OQ differentiate the ways in which domestic victims are trafficked versus international victims.

Module 3: State Laws Regarding Human Trafficking

This module includes lecture.  In this module, the participants will explore the differing state 
statutory structures for the crime of human trafficking.

Approximate Time for Module 3: Module 3 will take between 7 and 12 minutes, depending upon the amount and types of 
activities used and the presenter’s teaching style.

Module 3 Learning Objective: At the conclusion of this module, participants will be able to identify state statutory schemes for 
human trafficking.

http://tinyurl.com/NJC-Human-Trafficking
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Module 4: Human Traffickers: Understanding the Perpetrators

This module includes lectures and a quiz.  It assists the participants in understanding the 
perpetrators of the crime of human trafficking.

Approximate Time for Module 4: Module 4 will take between ¼ and ½ hour, depending upon the amount and types of 
activities used and the presenter’s teaching style.

Module 4 Learning Objectives: At the conclusion of this module, participants will be able to:

OQ summarize methods of human traffickers;

OQ identify types of human traffickers; and 

OQ describe processes of domestic sex traffickers.

Module 5: Understanding Human Trafficking Victims and Recruitment Methods

This module includes lectures, large group discussions, and small group discussions (if preferred).  It 
helps the participants to understand international and domestic recruitment methods, and to define 
why law enforcement and prosecution don’t charge more cases and why the trafficking victims don’t 
escape.

Approximate Time for Module 5: Module 5 will take between ½ and 1 hour, depending upon the amount and types of 
activities used and the presenter’s teaching style.

Module 5 Learning Objectives: At the conclusion of this module, participants will be able to:

OQ identify international recruitment methods of victims;

OQ differentiate how traffickers target domestic victims; and

OQ define why victims don’t escape.

Module 6: Immigration and Human Trafficking Victims

This module includes lectures and a quiz.  It assists the participants in understanding different ways 
that aliens enter the U.S.  and immigration remedies available to certain classes of human trafficking 
victims (e.g., continued presence and T, U and S visas).

Approximate Time for Module 6: Module 6 will take between 1/3 and 1/2 hours, depending upon the amount and types of 
activities used and the presenter’s teaching style.

Module 6 Learning Objectives: At the conclusion of this module, participants will be able to:

OQ identify ways that immigrant victims enter the country;

OQ differentiate different types of “aliens;” and 

OQ summarize different types of immigration remedies available to victims.

OQ Supporting Document:  In addition to the PowerPoint slides printed three slides per page, the presenter may wish to use the 
following document: Answers to Human Trafficking Questions found on http://tinyurl.com/NJC-Human-Trafficking.

http://tinyurl.com/NJC-Human-Trafficking
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Module 7: Penalties, Sentencing Issues, Restitution and Forfeiture

This module includes lectures, a large or small group discussion, and a case study.  It assists the 
participants in understanding the federal penalties for human trafficking-related crime, appropriate 
sentencing factors, different screening instruments for assessing the trafficker, and restitution and 
forfeiture requirements under federal law.

Approximate Time for Module 7: Module 7 will take between ½ and 1¼ hours, depending upon the amount and types of 
activities used and the presenter’s teaching style.

Module 7 Learning Objectives: At the conclusion of this module, participants will be able to:

OQ identify the federal penalties for peonage, slavery, forced labor and trafficking;

OQ summarize sentencing factors that require consideration; and

OQ locate resources for assessing the risk of offenders.

OQ Supporting Document:  In addition to the PowerPoint slides printed three slides per page, the presenter may wish to use the 
following document: Case Study, Penalties for Financially Benefitting from Forced Labor, found on http://tinyurl.com/NJC-
Human-Trafficking.

III. Tools and Resources

Learning Activity Guidelines

Many of the slides recommend the use of lectures, 
quizzes, small groups, large groups, and case studies, 
among others.  For these exercises, please abide by the 
following guidelines.

Guidelines for effective lectures

OO Lecture for relatively short periods – Adult 
education research has shown that lectures should 
generally last no longer than 15 to 18 minutes before 
another type of learning activity is used.   
See below for examples.

OO Utilize learning objectives to establish what’s in 
it for the participant – The learning objectives do not have to be the first thing the presenter 
discusses.  Indeed, in many cases, the presenter may want to begin with an opening that captures 
the participants’ attention, establishes credibility, and/or sets the stage for the remainder of the 
session.  Nevertheless, identifying what the participant will gain from the presentation is quite 
important for focusing the participants’ attention on the learning objectives.

OO Reduce the major points in the lecture to key words that act as verbal subheadings or memory 
aids – In PowerPoint, NJC recommends utilizing the 7x7 rule, which suggests having no more 
than seven phrases on each slide and seven words in each phrase, relying on key words and 
phrases instead of complete sentences.  Maximum is 9x9 phrases and words.

OO Do not read from the slides – The 7x7 rule and words and phrases helps eliminate this possibility.

http://tinyurl.com/NJC-Human-Trafficking
http://tinyurl.com/NJC-Human-Trafficking
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OO Offer examples – When possible, provide real life illustrations of the lecture’s main ideas.

OO Use analogies – If possible, make a comparison between the content of the lecture and 
knowledge the participants already possess.

OO Use audio-visual aids – Use a variety of media to enable participants to see as well as hear what is 
being said.  The PowerPoint slides contained in the curriculum are a good beginning.

OO Use vivid language and graphics – In creating new slides, use vivid language and graphics.  The 
presenter may wish to use mnemonic devices and other aids to memory.  Also, storytelling can be 
quite effective for improving retention.

Guidelines for tests and quizzes

OO Use pre-tests to assess participants’ needs – Use of a pre-test before a course can provide you 
with a clear indication of how much the participants know at the outset of the presentation.

OO Use short quizzes – Providing short quizzes during the presentation will aid in retention rates.

OO Consider using a post-test – Use of a post-test at the end of a presentation provides a summary 
of how well the participants retained the information.  However, be sure to allow sufficient time 
for feedback because the test will not be effective if the participants do not learn what they have 
misapprehended.

OO Provide 3 to 5 choices for multiple choice questions – Adding implausible, incorrect choices 
does not add value to the question.

OO Use incorrect choices in multiple choice questions that are possibly correct – The purpose of an 
incorrect answer is to reduce the chances that the participant can guess the correct answer. 

OO Avoid using negatives such as “which of the following is not ....” – However, if you are assessing 
the participant’s verbal reasoning ability, negatives are appropriate. 

OO Write multiple choice responses so they are relatively equal in length – You do not want to make 
it easy for the participant to guess the answer based upon the correct choice standing out due to 
its length. 

OO Use the same grammatical structure for each choice for the reason noted above.

OO Do not use language that tricks or confuses the participant – Test questions should measure 
what the participant knows about the subject matter. 

OO Avoid “All of the above.” – All of the above is usually the correct answer and offers a good guess 
to a test-taker who doesn’t know the subject matter. 

Guidelines for large group discussions 

OO Plan key questions – Do not ask, “Any questions?” Rather, provide direction in the question 
being asked about what you want to know.  See the PowerPoint for examples. 

OO Start with simple questions – Questions should proceed from lower to higher level thinking 
according to Bloom’s Taxonomy: 

OX Knowledge – The participant is able to identify and recall information: who, what, when, 
where, how.  Example: What are the requirements for a finding of human trafficking? 
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OX Comprehension – The participant is able to present the information in his or her own words, 
not a mere mechanical repetition. 

OX Application – The participant is able to apply theory to specific facts.  Example: Are these facts 
sufficient for a finding of human trafficking? 

OX Analysis – The participant is able to separate the whole into component parts.  Example: What 
does “human trafficking” mean under the case law of the participant’s state? 

OX Synthesis – The participant is able to construct ideas and concepts from multiple sources to 
form new, integrated information.  Example: How does the definition of human trafficking 
relate to other parts of the state’s law? 

OX Evaluation – The participant is able to judge or assess ideas on the basis of specific standards 
and criteria.  Example: Under current state law, does the justice system have the necessary 
tools and resources to effectively combat human trafficking?

Guidelines for small group discussions 

OO Give all instructions before splitting participants into groups – Otherwise, the participants will 
begin forming relationships with their group members and miss the instructions. 

OO Develop explicit instructions concerning what the presenter wants the participants to do – The 
presenter may want to try out the instructions on a few colleagues to ascertain if they understand 
the exercise. 

OO Provide a handout – Give written as well as oral instructions for the activity.  Written instructions 
can assist the groups while they are working in their groups.  This is especially important for larger 
groups. 

OO Ask each group to select a reporter (if necessary—for reporting back to the larger class)  
and a recorder (if necessary—for producing a written product to be reported back to the larger 
class) – This should be an explicit instruction.  Otherwise, the group members will look at one 
another when the presenter asks for the report back, thereby delaying and likely resulting in less 
effective report backs.  The groups should select a reporter at the beginning of the exercise to 
ensure that he or she takes good notes for the presentation to the larger class.

OO Set a time limit – The presenter can be flexible but give the participants some idea of how long 
the activity is anticipated to take. 

OO Give a time warning – Before ending the group work, give the participants a one-minute time 
warning telling them to wrap things up.  This will assist the reporters in knowing they have just a 
minute to collect their thoughts. 

OO Be clear – If there is a report back, be clear in the instructions about what the reporters are to 
communicate.  Obviously, the presenter doesn’t want to embarrass the reporters as they report, 
so make the instructions as clear as possible.
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Guidelines for case studies 

OO A good case poses a challenging problem.  They can be quite detailed (e.g., 10 to 20 pages) or 
quite simple (e.g., half to one page).  Instructors can use case studies to provide the facts to test a 
legal theory. 

OO Tell a “real” story.  Participants prefer to work on problems that they’re likely to confront in their 
work, so the more realistic, the better. 

OO Write the case study so that it …

OX Raises a thought-provoking issue. 

OX Has elements of conflict. 

OX Promotes empathy with the central characters. 

OX Lacks an obvious or clear-cut right answer. 

OX Encourages participants to think and take a position. 

OX Demands a decision. 

OX Is relatively concise.  See Barbara Gross Davis, Tools For Teaching 159, 162 (1993).

Learning Materials

In addition to this faculty guide, http://tinyurl.com/NJC-Human-Trafficking contains a PowerPoint 
presentation, learning materials to assist presenters in teaching, and additional materials to provide 
further background information about the topic.

Http://tinyurl.com/NJC-Human-Trafficking contains the following learning materials:

OO Case Study, Financially Benefitting from Forced Labor

OO Case Study, Guatemalan Commercial Sex Worker

OO Case Study, Indonesian Laborer

OO Case Study, Vietnamese Laborer

OO Answers to Human Trafficking Questions

IV. References and Links

This is the web site for the State Justice Institute-funded “Human Trafficking and the State Courts 
Collaborative.”  http://www.htcourts.org

The site contains a wide variety of information, research, and educational program resources 
produced by the collaborative partners related to ways in which state courts address issues of labor 
and sex trafficking.  

In particular, the site contains a set of information cards that can be used as handouts for educational 
program sessions.  Here is the direct link to the information cards.  http://www.htcourts.org/
information-cards.htm

http://tinyurl.com/NJC-Human-Trafficking
http://tinyurl.com/NJC-Human-Trafficking
www.htcourts.org
http://www.htcourts.org/information-cards.htm
http://www.htcourts.org/information-cards.htm
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To learn how Polaris Project rated your state’s law on human trafficking, go to http://tinyurl.com/
Polaris-State-Ratings.  Http://tinyurl.com/NJC-Human-Trafficking contains several items to help the 
presenter learn more information about human trafficking and other relevant information.  The items 
are as follows:

OO U.S. Department of State, Trafficking In Persons Report (June 2013)

OO Duren Banks & Tracey Kyckelhahn, “Characteristics of Suspected Human Trafficking Incidents,” 
2008-2010, U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics 
(Apr. 2011)

OO The National Judicial College and the Center for Sex Offender Management, “Sentencing Sex 
Offenders: A Model Curriculum for Judges” (2010)

In addition, the presenter may benefit from reviewing the following:

OO “Lawyer’s Manual on Human Trafficking” (Jill Laurie Goodman & Dorchen A. Leidholdt, eds., 
2011)

OO Polaris Project, “In Their Shoes: Understanding Victims’ Mindsets and Common Barriers to Victim 
Identification” 2-3 (2010), located at http://tinyurl.com/HT-Resources (visited Feb. 4, 2014)

OO Charles Tucker, Kari Kammel, Heather Lehman, & Elisabeth Ward, “An Analysis of Human 
Trafficking for Sexual Exploitation in Vietnam and a Comprehensive Approach to Combating the 
Problem,” 16 U.C. Davis J. Int’l L. & Pol’y 437 (2010)

OO Terry Coonan, “Anatomy of a Sex Trafficking Case,” 5 Intercultural Hum. Rts. L. Rev. 313  
(Nov. 2009)

OO Melynda H. Barnhart, “Sex and Slavery: An Analysis of Three Models of State Human Trafficking 
Legislation,” 16 Wm. & Mary J. Women & L. 83 (Fall 2009)

OO Linda A. Smith, Samantha Healy Vardaman & Melissa A. Snow, “The National Report on Domestic 
Minor Sex Trafficking: America’s Prostituted Children” 8-9 (May 2009), located at http://tinyurl.
com/National-DMST-Report (visited Mar. 26, 2014)

OO M. Margaret McKeown & Emily Ryo, “The Lost Sanctuary: Examining Sex Trafficking Through  
the Lens of United States v. Ah Sou,” 41 Cornell Int’l L.J. 739 (Fall 2008)

OO Amy Farrell & Jack McDevitt, “Understanding and Improving Law Enforcement Responses to 
Human Trafficking Report” (June 2008) located at http://tinyurl.com/Cops-and-HT  
(visited Feb. 4, 2014)

OO Kathleen Kim, “Psychological Coercion in the Context of Modern-Day Involuntary Labor: 
Revisiting United States v. Kozminski and Understanding Human Trafficking,” 38 U. Tol. L.  
Rev. 941 (Spring 2007)

OO Norma Hotaling, Kristie Miller & Elizabeth Trudeau, “The Commercial Sexual Exploitation of 
Women and Girls: A Survivor Service Provider’s Perspective,” 18 Yale J.L. & Feminism 181 (2006)

OO Kathryn A. Lloyd, “Wives for Sale: The Modern International Mail-Order Bride Industry,” 20 NW. J. 
Int’l L. & Bus. 341, 349 (Winter 2000)

http://tinyurl.com/Polaris-State-Ratings
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http://tinyurl.com/HT-Resources
http://tinyurl.com/National-DMST-Report
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