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Contributors to the NACM Guide to Addressing Human 
Trafficking in the State Courts.

William J. Brunson is the director of special projects for the National Judicial College (NJC).  
For over 20 years he has provided business development, conducted faculty workshops, 
managed international programs, and overseen numerous grant projects primarily targeting 
the needs of judges and court practitioners.  He also developed the 2013-released 
education curriculum, Human Trafficking: What Judges Need to Know.  William received his 
J.D. from Willamette University College of Law and is the co-author of HT Guide Chapter 11.

Peter Coolsen is Court Administrator of the Criminal Division, Circuit Court of Cook County, 
the largest unified court system in the United States.  He is a Fellow of the Institute for 
Court Management, National Center for State Courts and a former board member of the 
National Association for Court Management.  He currently serves on the board of the World 
Engagement Institute and represented them at Toward Peace Building in Iraq, a rule of 
law conference held in 2011 in Erbil, Iraq.  Peter authored Chapter 7 of the HT Guide and 
represented NACM in the development of this publication.

Kathryn Ford, LCSW, is the Children and Families Specialist for the Tribal Justice Exchange 
and Domestic Violence Programs at the Center for Court Innovation.  For the past ten years, 
she has worked with state and tribal jurisdictions on strengthening their justice systems and 
improving responses to violence and victimization issues.  Ms. Ford earned her Masters in 
Social Work at the Columbia University School of Social Work.  Kathryn authored HT Guide 
Chapter 8.

Katie Crank is the Coordinator of Domestic Violence Programs at the Center for Court 
Innovation.  She provides technical assistance to courts and community stakeholders wishing 
to improve their response to domestic violence, sexual assault, and trafficking.  Prior to her 
work with the Center for Court Innovation, Katie worked with domestic violence shelters and 
legal aid organizations in Ghana (West Africa), Indiana, Missouri, and Illinois.  She earned 
her B.A.  from Indiana University-Bloomington, and received her J.D. and M.S.W. from 
Washington University in St. Louis.  Katie authored Chapter 2.

Miriam Goodman is the coordinator of trafficking programs at the Center for Court 
Innovation.  Currently, she is involved in creating the Human Trafficking Courts in New York 
State, providing training to judges, court practitioners, and clinicians about trauma and 
working with trafficking survivors.  A trained therapist, she received her M.S.W. from the 
Silver School of Social Work at New York University.  Miriam co-authored Chapters 4 and 5.

Angie Junck is a Supervising Attorney at the Immigrant Legal Resource Center (ILRC) 
in San Francisco, California, where she focuses on immigrant youth issues, immigration 
consequences of crime and delinquency, and immigration enforcement.  She regularly 
provides training and technical assistance on these issues and is an author of numerous 
immigration legal publications including ILRC’s Special Immigrant Juvenile Status and Other 
Immigration Options for Children & Youth.  She sits on the American Bar Association’s 
Immigration Commission and is the co-chair of the Immigration Committee of the ABA’s 
Criminal Justice Section.  Angie co-authored Chapter 3.

http://www.htcourts.org/guide-chapter11.htm
http://www.htcourts.org/guide-chapter7.htm
http://www.htcourts.org/guide-chapter8htm
http://www.htcourts.org/guide-chapter2.htm
http://www.htcourts.org/guide-chapter4.htm
http://www.htcourts.org/guide-chapter5.htm
http://www.htcourts.org/guide-chapter3.htm
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Marie Komisar, Executive Director of the National Association of Women Judges, has over 30 
years of experience working with not for profit organizations including the executive directorships 
of the Fairfax County Bar Association (VA), the Dutchess County Bar Association (NY) and the 
National Organization of Young Audiences, Inc. (NY).  Marie has a B.A. in Communications, and a 
Paralegal Degree from Marist College as well as a Masters in Finance and Management from the 
Wagner School at New York University.  Marie co-authored Chapter 11 of the HT Guide.

Elizabeth Lee is a Judge on the Superior Court of San Mateo County in California where she has 
presided over delinquency and dependency matters.  She is the Chair of San Mateo County’s 
Blue Ribbon Commission on Foster Care Youth.  She is also a member of the California Judicial 
Council’s Advisory Committee on Collaborative Justice Courts.  She is currently the Chair of the 
Human Trafficking Subcommittee for the National Association of Women Judges.  Prior to joining 
the bench, Lee worked as an Assistant United States Attorney for the U.S. Attorney’s Office in the 
Northern District of California where she handled a number of criminal investigations involving 
human trafficking.  She served as the Deputy Chief of the Organized Crime Strike Force from 
1999 – 2005.  Lee earned her J.D. from Columbia University in 1983 and a B.A. from the University 
of California at Berkeley in 1979.  Judge Lee co-authored Chapter 6.

Julie Laurence is Chief Program Officer and a member of the GEMS Executive Leadership Team. 
Ms. Laurence oversees all program and service delivery and works with GEMS external partners.  
She is a social work professional with over 18 years of experience in mental health counseling, 
program development, and non-profit management and advocating for disenfranchised 
youth and young adults and social justice.  Having provided clinical support, supervision and 
program implementation for 10 years at GEMS, Ms. Laurence brings a unique understanding 
of transformational relationships and survivor-leadership vital to the provision of services to 
commercially sexually-exploited and trafficked youth.  She received her Master’s Degree in 
Social Work from Hunter College and her Bachelor of Arts Degree from Loyola University and 
is a graduate of Columbia University Graduate school of Business Senior Leaders Program for 
Nonprofit Professionals.  Julie co-authored Chapter 4.

Dana Leigh Marks is currently serving her 12th year as President of the National Association of 
Immigration Judges.  She has been a full-time Immigration Judge in San Francisco since 1987.  
Previously Judge Marks was a private practitioner in the field of immigration law for ten years, 
and successfully orally argued the landmark asylum case of INS v. Cardoza-Fonseca, 480 U.S. 421 
(1987).  Judge Marks frequently speaks, writes and teaches various aspects of immigration law 
and policy to judges, lawyers and journalists.  Judge Marks co-authored Chapter 6.

John A. Martin, from the Center for Public Policy Studies in Denver, is the Director of the Human 
Trafficking and the State Courts Collaborative.  For over 40 years he has worked as a planning, 
policy, and management consultant with courts, justice, and human service organizations 
across the nation.  Dr. Martin earned his Ph.D. at the School of Public Affairs of the University of 
Colorado.  John authored or co-authored HT Guide Chapters 1, 9, 10, and 11 and also served as 
over all editor of the HT Guide.
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Robyn Mazur is currently the Director of Special Projects, Violence Against Women at the Center 
for Court Innovation in New York City.  In this capacity, Ms. Mazur provides technical assistance 
and strategic planning advice to courts and communities who are interested in enhancing their 
response to trafficking and domestic and sexual violence by supplying best-practice information, 
written materials, needs assessments, trainings and consultation.  Ms. Mazur is an attorney with 
extensive experience in the field of violence against women.  Prior to working at the Center, she 
was a Staff Attorney at the National Network to End Domestic Violence and was the Staff Director 
of the Mayor’s Commission on Violence Against Women both in Washington, DC.  She was also 
an attorney at the House of Ruth Shelter, Domestic Violence Legal Clinic in Baltimore, MD.  Ms. 
Mazur is a graduate of Tulane University and the University of Baltimore School of Law.  Robyn 
co-authored Chapter 5.

David Price is the President and co-founder of the Center for Public Policy Studies.  David has 
38 years of experience working with public sector organizations across the country—including 
courts, human service agencies, foundations, and non-profits—conducting research, improving 
organizational performance, facilitating planning processes, and documenting project outcomes.   
He received his Ph.D. in International Studies from the University of Denver.  David served as an 
editor and administered the production of the HT Guide.

Steve Weller, from the Center for Public Policy Studies, is the Senior Consultant with the Human 
Trafficking and the State Courts Collaborative.  He has more than 39 years of experience working 
at improving different aspects of the justice system and developing responses to public policy 
problems, both in the United States and internationally.  Weller holds a J.D. from Yale Law School 
and a Ph.D. in Political Science from Cornell University.  Steve co-authored Chapters 3, 6, 10, and 
11 of the HT Guide.

Carey Abraham is a design and creative consultant who has worked with the Center for Public 
Policy Studies for 7 years.  She has more than 25 years of experience designing in non-profit, 
agency, and corporate environments.  Carey holds a B.F.A. from the California Institute of the Arts 
and is a member of AIGA – professional association for design.  Carey designed and produced 
this HT Guide.  
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